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INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO DIVERS: 
NEW STORE HOURS:

Monday, Tuesday, Friday open 10 AM to 6 PM
Wednesday  Closed

Thursday open 1 to 6 PM

Saturday open 9 AM to 6 PM

Sunday open 1-5 PM

In September we are closed on Labor Day

Win a free trip to Wakatobi from Sport Diver Magazine. Go to 

http://www.sportdiver.com/contest.jsp?ID=1000000317   to enter.
Price of air fills has gone up. The price of a 80 cubic foot tank, air fill is now $6.00. Nitrox and Trimix fill prices have not changed. When I opened the shop in 1991, we charged $6 for an air fill. Later we offered half price fills for a group that paid an annual fee of $25 for a frequent fill club. We canceled that when most divers had stopped participating in the program. We then dropped our prices to $5 a fill. Increase in electricity and other factors have made me decide to go back to our original 1991 price. This became effective on 1 August.
National Public Lands Day-North Park Underwater cleanup. We will be supporting a below the shoreline cleanup at Canyon Lake sponsored by the Corps of Engineers. The date for the event is 18 Sep 2010. They are offering lunch, I free day use pass good nationally, volunteer recognition certificate, free camping for the weekend, and free swimming or diving for the weekend.

We will be supplying a free tank of air for the cleanup to everyone that signs up at the store. Shoreline cleanup is available for individuals that do not dive. Call the shop for details. 
Canyon Lake North park is scheduled to close on Sep 30 and not reopen until 1 April of next year. I have written a letter to the Corps of Engineers and to our state representative to try to change this back to a closure on Nov 30 and opening on 1 March. I will keep you posted on the situation.

Next year we will be purchasing a “no boats allowed” buoy to be set up at North Park. We will contact Dive World and the Dive Shop to see if they will each purchase one too. This will keep boats out of the dive area. If you wish to contribute toward another buoy you can do so at the shop. The buoys cost about $200 each but will be placed and anchored for free.

Congratulations to our newest NAUI Instructor, Michael McHugh. He has worked hard to accomplish this level. His first class will be 16 August 2010. 

We are planning to do a dive on the Texas Clipper with American Diving on 25 Sep 2010. If interested let us know. The cost is: 

We want to welcome Stephanie Duggan, Shawn Worel, and Matt Brandt to the Duggan Diving Staff. They have been working hard to redesign the store layout. If you have tanks you have seen Shawn.

We have ordered some digital cameras for rental. There will be one D600, one D1000 and two of the new D1200 cameras as well as digital strobes. If you have already owned and are familiar with the camera you can rent them now. If new to the camera you must take an orientation course on the camera and digital photography for $50 to be eligible to rent the units. Cameras can be rented with or without the external digital strobe. 

We will be offering computer use courses stating in September. If you have a computer and need to learn how to use it this course is for you. It will be approximately four hours in the classroom and covers how computers work and how to use all the functions of your personal computer.

We will be offering one Sun morning and one Thurs night dive in the Comal River each month starting in Aug (Aug 19 is the night dive). We will also give the slots we do not need at Canyon Lake on diving weekends on a first come first served basis. Call on Thurs before the dives. We will be going to Lake Travis starting in Oct for the Sat Open water dives (3) and Sunday in the Comal for the last dive. You can come along on these also by calling the Thurs before.

We will be having a Balmorhea dive one weekend a month starting in Jan and ending in May of 2011. I have reserved several rooms for those weekends so we will not have a problem getting a place to stay. If you want to stay somewhere other than the park such as the    ranch or camp out you need to make your own reservations. You can call the shop the month of the trip to get a room on a first come first served basis.

The Scubapro MK25/S600 regulator was again the Editors Choice in the latest tests from Sport Diver Magazine. 
The March 2012 trip to Fiji has been changed to February 2012. See the Travel section for more details.
TRAVEL: 
PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA TRIPS IN 2010  All Panama City trips for the year 2010 are canceled. Not only is the oil a problem but all the boats there have been leased to BP for more than they can make taking divers out. We might try a Vortex and Morrison springs dive later this year.

DIVE THE SELDOM VISITED AREA OF TUBATAHA IN THE PHILIPPINES. FOLLOW-ON TRIP TO DUMAGUETTE AVAILABLE.  DO ONE OF THE TRIPS OR BOTH. 30 APRIL TO 14 MAY 2011.
HAVE TWO SLOTS LEFT ON THIS TRIP AS OF 1 AUG 2010

WILL CLOSE THIS TRIP OUT IN OCT 2010 
This is a once in a lifetime trip as Tubataha is only accessible by boat and only a few months each year. We will be diving from the Azores (formerly the Sulawesi Aggressor) from 30 April to 7 May. I do not have all of the 2011 prices yet but right now the cost is $5855 for all on Philippines air (Continental is more plus requires an overnight in Manila). You can get your own roundtrip air if you want as you might want to go Delta or use miles.  : See below for just one leg of trip*
Air from LAX to Manila to Dumaguette and return on Philippine Airlines*

Meals, accommodations (dbl), diving, air, weights, tanks

Transfer from Dumaguette (bus) to Sipalay to board boat (and return)

7 nights on boat with 4-5 dives a day

7 nights at Dumaguette (dbl) with 4-5 dives a day

Hotel taxes

Internet access at Dumaguette

Transfers

Not Included: Nitrox ($125 a week at either place/$250 for two weeks)

$50 a week marine Park fee ($100 for two weeks)

APO) Reef Conservation fee fro Dumaguette approx $38 /person

Tubbataha Conservation fee (live-aboard only) approx $78/person

Beverages at Dumaguette 

Gratuities, equipment other than tanks or weights

Note: You can arrange your own air to Manila if you desire and the cost of the Philippine Air will be deducted. I plan on flying Continental for the miles but may cost more.

NEED A $300 DEPOSIT TO HOLD YOUR PLACE ON THE BOAT AND $100 DEPOSIT TO HOLD THE RESORT.

*AZORES LIVE-ABOARD ONLY IS $4090 PER PERSON
 (ALL AIR CAN CHANGE UNTIL BOOKED AND PAID FOR. RIGHT NOW IT IS TOO FAR OUT TO BOOK FLIGHTS)

Includes: 

RT air from LAX to Manila and Dumaguette

Accommodations (dbl) aboard Azores

Meal/beverages (local soft drinks and beer and wine) aboard Azores.

Diving aboard Azores 

Transfers from Dumaguette to Sipalay and back on bus.

NOT Included:

Nitrox $125 per person for week

$50 per person marine park fees

Personal dive equipment

Gratutiies

Dep LAX 28 Apr to Manila on PR 113 at 1035 PM and arrive in manila 0555 AM 30 Apr

Dep Manila to Dumaguette at 0700 AM  on PR291 and arrive at 0815 AM

Dep Dumaguette at 4:30 PM on 7 May and arrive in Manila at 5:45 PM

Dep Manila for LAX at 1000 PM on 7 May and arrive at LAX at 8:05 PM 7 May

Atlantis Dumaguette Resort Only; $2935 per person (same air rules apply)

Included:

Rt airfare from LAX to Manila and Dumaguette

7 nights at Atlantis resort

3 meals a day

6 days of diving (up to 4 boat dives a day

Hotel taxes

Airport/hotel transfers

NOT Included:

Nitrox -$125 per person per week

$50/person/week marine park fees in Dumaguette

Gratuities

Personal dive equipment

PR 113 05 May LAX to manila dep at 1035 PM arr at 0555 AM 7 May

PR291 Manila to Dumaguette dep 0700 AM and arr 0815 A

PR 294 Dumaguette to Manila dep 4;30 PM and arr 5:45 PM 14 May

PR 102 Manila to LAX dep 1000 PM and arr 08:05 PM 14 May

Need $200 deposit for resort or $300 for Azores ASAP

If you get your own air the Philippines Air cost will be deducted

TRIP CLOSES OUT IN OCTOBER 2010

WAKATOBI RESORT IN INDONESIA (Southern Sulawesi) 1-8 NOV 2011 AND/OR THE PELAGIAN LIVE ABOARD (10 ONLY) FROM 8-15 NOV 2011.
SPORT DIVER MAGAZINE CALLS IT A RESORT WITHOUT EQUAL

Wakatobi Dive Resort is more than just a diving experience, it's an extraordinary place that every serious diver should visit at least once in their lifetime - pristine reefs, barefoot luxury, a chance to connect with nature, and to re-connect with yourself - it could be the best vacation you'll ever have. 

They will support rebreathers at Wakatobi 
http://www.wakatobi.com/nletter/2009/October/aerialnotes.html
Cost of the resort is $2950 for the beach bungalow or $2640 for the garden bungalow

Resort trip includes: ground transfers, use of VIP lounge at Bali, all meals, coffee-tea-juice, two boat dives and unlimited house reef (fabulous) dives. Larger tanks are also available but limited. Double accommodations in beach or garden bungalows (villas also available but expensive (almost $5000. Free wireless at lounge area.

Prices do not include:

Round trip air from the US to Bali ( I will check on group prices as the trip gets closer).

 The $485 flight from Bali to Wakatobi and return.

Nitrox, which  is extra.

Trip at resort can be extended to ten or fourteen days for additional fees. 

Need a $200 deposit to hold your place.

(They can support rebreathers with scrubber, tanks for rebreather and stages.  Costs about $400 for a week)

PELAGIAN LIVE ABOARD SECOND WEEK FOR NINE PLUS ME. 
NEGOTIATING FOR REBREATHER SUPPORT ON BOAT AND LOOKS GOOD
There are two deluxe cabins at $3220 per person. One super deluxe cabin at $3690 per person, and one standard cabin at $2930 per person. This is a large boat and has a crew of 12. Meals and all diving are included. Diving is from large zodiacs with a ladder to facilitate getting back on. Your diving gear stays on the zodiac and they fill the tanks right there.  

Price does not include the $485 flight between Bali and Wakatobi. 

Nitrox is extra 

This boat goes into areas that are not visited by anyone else. Has great reef and muck diving. Boat is comfortable. Am checking on rebreather support. Believe they can but will double check when diving there this June.

If doing both weeks the airfare from Bali to Wakatobi is only charged once.

Need a $200 deposit asap.

FIJI  BEGA LAGOON FEBRUARY 18-25 2012
WILL CLOSE THIS TRIP OUT IN Sep 2011 IF NOT ENOUGH DEPOSITS IN. WILL REIMBURSE THOSE WITH DEPOSITS AT THAT TIME OR ARRANGE FOR THE SMALLER GROUP TO GO.

Bega lagoon has been rated as the best dive resort in the Pacific by Sport Diver Magazine. This is a luxury resort that is good even for non-divers. Come by the shop to watch the DVD or if you do not live in San Antonio ask for one. 
 The Fiji trip with air out of LAX to include room (dbl), meals, diving and transfers is $2950 at present. It might go up but I will try to firm up the prices at DEMA in Nov 2010. Flight is on Air Pacific.  (If you want to fly Continental the cost is higher)

Beqa Lagoon Resort   www.beqalagoonresort.com
 $2845 PLUS $305 FUEL SURCHARGES = $3150 per person. This is the estimated price for 2012. Could be slightly lower or higher depending on air costs.  Continental now flies to Fiji but may be slightly more than Air Pacific. Your choice. I need a $300 deposit to hold your place.

Package price is $3150 to $3350/person depending on 2012 airfare. 
-          Airfare from LAX to Nadi Fiji
-          7 nights at Beqa Lagoon Resort
-          3 meals/day
-          5 days of 2 tank boat diving 
-          Unlimited shore diving
-          Day room at Raffles Gateway in Nadi for the last day
-          Hotel taxes
-          Airport/hotel transfers
 NOT included
-          Beverages
-          $50 FJD Shark levy (paid at resort)
-          Personal dive equipment
-          Gratuities
 
Flights with Air Pacific
Fe3bruary 16 2012               LAX to Nadi       1130P to 510A   arrive February 18 
February  25 2012             Nadi to LAX       1000P to 120P February 25
Trip closes out in Sep 2011
  POTENTIAL TRIPS:
Suggest a trip for Spring Break 2011 and 2012. We are4 looking at some spots we have not used in the last several years.

I have tentatively scheduled several trips. I need to know exactly who wants to go and is willing to make a deposit before I send in several thousand of non-refundable deposits to them.

Since the Gulf coast is closed, I am looking at Key Largo Florida for Oct. Will include full info in Aug or Sep in special travel report.

I AM THINKING OF ANOTHER TRUK TRIP IN SUMMER 2012. THIS WILL BE FOR TECHNICAL AND/OR RECREATIONAL DIVERS. IT WOULD BE FOR SEVEN DAYS. YOU CAN DO YOUR WRECK PENETRATION OR TECHNICAL WRECK PENETRATION ON THIS DIVE AS WELL AS TRIMIX 2. Need a deposit of $200 per person to set it up. Cost for a recreational diver with two dives a day would be about $1500 plus meals and roundtrip air to Truk. 

Nitrox, helium and extra dives would cost extra.  Let me know if you are interested. The dive shop is set up for everything and can even have scrubber there for us.

Trip on the Ocean Hunter III in Palau in 2012 Holds 16 divers. So 15 slots besides me. This trip will be immediately after the Truk Lagoon trip. This boat can also support rebreather and technical diving.

TRAVEL TIPS  

If going on a group trip do not use the internet to separate yourself from the group. If you do you might end up without a ticket or seat. There is no real advantage to separation unless you are an Elite traveler as you can still change seats without separation. Under no circumstances do you want to do this until tickets are purchased. We purchase them immediately after final payment is received. 

Use of frequent flyer miles is getting more difficult as the airlines reduce flights. The chance of a domestic Continental or United flight is about 75%, International about 40%. The least available is Delta. The trick is to use the six month rule. While you can register for flights anytime 345 days out or less, the airlines release the seats to frequent flyers at the best rates and availability at the six month point. Go to www.frequentflyer.com for info about frequent flyer mileage use.
PHOTOGRAPHY AND VIDEO TIPs: 

Cameras are getting smaller and better all the time. Samsungs new small camera is great. You can now get good HD video with a much smaller camera and housing. Lights are still heavy but if you stay with daylight shallow (15-60 feet) you can get by with a filter. Most new software will enhance the reds you have lost.
TECHNICAL CORNER  

Make sure you have assembled a good repair/preplacement kit if you are a technical diver. Many of the parts and equipment are unique to a specific system and might not be available when traveling; especially out of the U.S.A. The rule of checking your gear thoroughly before a tip really applies here.
TRAINING JULY 2010

Open Water Course Start Dates (two week course):  Aug 16 and 30

Six Day Course over three weekends:  Pool in Aug 15/22 or 14 and 21, Open water 28 & 29 Aug. Sep course
 Advanced Open Water Course: September 
 Rescue Course Dates: PADI course. Call shop for schedule

Nitrox Classes:NAUI/PADI/SDI/ These classes cost $100 plus training package. None of the agencies require diving if you have ten logged dives.  There are evening and weekend daytime classes. Classes last 3-4 hours.  

 Evening classes:   6:00 PM at store

Weekend Classes: 10 AM at store 

Call shop for dates

INTRODUCTION TO TECHNICAL DIVING (doubles/Din regs/lift bags and reels supplied) $450 starting on Sep 16 at 6 PM at store

TECHNICAL NITROX/DECOMPRESSION (NAUI/TDI or both). Call store for dates
RECREATIONAL TRIMIX (Helitrox no decompression)  . $300 plus gas. Call for dates
TRIMIX Course Start Date:  call for dates . TRIMIX II Training will only be conducted on ocean dives requiring that mix. These are dives 200 feet plus. TriMix 1 can be acquired in the lakes but not Trimix II.

Prism Topaz rebreather course. Cost is $1500 as well as rental of rebreather if necessary. Rental is limited to one diver. A security/damage deposit also required on rebreather.   REBREATHER Course on Draeger Dolphin (rebreather supplied) $500. This fully certifies you to dive the Draeger Dolphin or Atlantis (the main unit available for rental

worldwide) and is a good preparation if you plan on going on to closed circuit rebreathers.  As requested

DRY SUIT Course:  As requested. $150 if you have your own dry suit. Free if you buy the suit from us.
UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY starting as requested at 6 PM at store. $150 with your own camera..

NAUI FIRST AID /CPR Course as requested ($60 plus book). If you want the full professional certification to include oxygen provider, blood borne pathogens, AED and Marine Life treatment, the course cost is $180 plus book.

These courses are Coast Guard approved and meet all requirements for qualification.

ARE YOU A PHOTOGRAPHER? DO YOU FIND YOURSELF TRAILING BEHIND WHILE YOU TAKE PICTURES? DO YOU HAVE 100 DIVES LOGGED? ARE YOUR BUOYANCY AND DIVING SKILLS GOOD? IF SO YOU MIGHT WANT TO BECOME A CERTIFIED SOLO DIVER. THIS COURSE TEACHES YOU HOW TO SAFELY DIVE ON YOUR OWN. COST IS $250 PLUS BOOK AND REQUIRES TWO OPEN WATER DIVES. IF QUALIFIED, AND INTERESTED CALL THE SHOP.

EQUIPMENT: 

Have some new items from Innovative Scuba. We have the new powerful light weight diver propulsion vehicles. These use a lithium – ion battery so can be light and powerful (3-3.5 MPH).

We also have the new inflatable dive float/flag unit. The entire collapsible system fits in a small mesh bag. Ideal for travel. Always have a dive flag available.
Oceanic has a special: a regulator, weight integrated BCD, octopus, and computer console for $999.95. This lasts until 31 August.
Oceanic has reduced the cost of its Data Mask; (heads up display mask/computer) to $999.95. This is $500 less than before. A super pice for a transmittable computer and good fitting mask.

Scubapro’s replacement for the Tech2G, the 2G is in the shop. The price is the same that the tech 2g was. 
Cressi-Sub has a new fin called Frog Fin Plus. They look good, work great and retail for $79. A real winner.

Another winner is the new M1 mask by Hollis. Even at a retail price of $99.95 we have had a hard time keeping them in stock. We just got another order. As Jimmie (one of the frequent divers looking for treasure in the local rivers stated: “After using it I would pay $299.95 for it.” I will be testing it out myself when my prescription lenses come back.

EQUIPMENT TEST:  Tested out the Oceanic veo nitrox computer and it is an excellent entry dive computer that will do everything a recreational scuba diver could ask for. Price is great too.
NAUI/PADI/SDI/TDI/ NEWS:  NAUI’s e learning is going full bore and will be fully available starting in some classes this year and all classes starting in Jan 2011. You can do all or part of the academics on-line with NAUI once you have the training package. 
BOOK VIDEO REVIEW There is a cockroach in my regulator is full of humorous stories and anecdotes. If you buy it from Undercurrent.com a portion goes toward protecting sea life.
STUDENTS CERTIFIED IN JULY
NAUI SCUBA (Instructor John Duggan, Andy Felth, Brad Watson, Mike McHugh, Bruce Cobabe, Mike Joles.
Tom Cowan

Clarence Cowan

Ryan Cowan

Casey Burch

Brandon Brehm

Laci Belcher

Jesson Parejo

Matt Whiat

PADI OPEN WATER DIVER (Instructor Terry Thomas)
Walton Barber

Kimberly Guillen

Jacob Knight

Adrienne Reese

Instructor (John Duggan)

Cody             
SOLO DIVER COURSE (Instructor John Duggan)
Kai Friederichsen
Steve Sampson

James Lytle
NAUI Instructor
 Mike McHugh
Discover Scuba or Refresher 
Eric Elliot

Kevin Reed

Until next month!

John
