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INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO DIVERS:
SORRY FOR THE INCONVENIENCE OUR RECENT 12 DAY CLOSING CAUSED, BUT I TOOK MY GREAT GRANDCHILDREN AND OTHER FAMILY MEMBERS TO ORLANDO, FLORIDA TO VISIT DISNEY WORLD AND LEGOLAND. WE ARE BACK IN TOWN AND OPEN REGULAR HOURS NOW. THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATIENCE.
It has come to my attention that there are two ads (?) on Craig’s List referring to us. While we always welcome laudatory remarks we do not condone disparaging the other dive shops in the bargain. Again, I appreciate the comments about us but ask that the individual(s) responsible remove the ad or at least any remarks disrespectful of the other dive shops in the San Antonio area. 
Was at the Diving Equipment Manufacturers Association (DEMA) convention in Orlando from 2 to 6 Nov.. Some new material such as waterproof containers for Iphone, Ipad that allow you to use them or listen to music in the water. Should have them in this month. A new ladies version of the Zeagle Stiletto (a super travel BCD), waterproof wetsuits new suits, Mares pool gear, the new DC1400 camera from Sea Life, Light and Motions wonderful new powerful and small lights, The new Prism 2 and Explorer rebreathers from Hollis, Scubapros new extra stiff Nova fins, Zeagle’s new regs, Scubapros new mask, Other items I will cover more in the equipment section of this newsletter. I was also honored with the Platinum 5000 award from SSI. It was a privilege to be added to the list of divers already inducted.
IMPORTANT: We will be having a major sale in Dec to make room to paint and remodel the store. All wetsuits will be on sale for 30% off. (There is no additional discount for those already reduced) This puts all the Scubapro, Subgear and Mares suits in stock, on sale too.  We will also have some regulators, BCD’s,  consoles as well as Cochran and Mares and oceanic computers on sale.Come by the store and have a look. 	NO RAINCHECKS OR LAYAWAYS ON THIS EQUIPMENT.   
Show on Adaptive Diver Training Information will be on television in Dec.
CBS Station
Show is Texas Country Reporter 
Date and Time Sunday, December 11, 2011 9:30 AM-10:30 AM Central Time

Our Balmorhea dates for 2012 are:
27-29 Jan (diving 28/29)(Have one unit with three beds left. 
24-26 Feb (diving 25/26) 92 units left)
30 Mar to 1 Apr (diving 31 Mar and 1 Apr)(3 units left)
27-29 April (diving 28/29 Apr)
If interested in making any of these trips let us know. I have four rooms (two with kitchenettes and two with three beds in two rooms) reserved for each weekend. They will be available on a first come first served basis. The three bed rooms can be shared by three singles. 

TRAVEL: 
FIJI  BEGA LAGOON 16 to 25 FEBRUARY 2012 
Trip closed out. Would need to ask for additional slots and see if they and airline seats are available.


COZUMEL MARCH 10-17 2012
This is a second trip in addition to the one Andy is taking, which is full. John will lead this trip.
Chitzen Itza portion cancelled due to lack of interest.
Here is the pricing for your Cozumel group for March 10-17 
For those wanting to stay 8 nights and do Chichen Itza !!
THIS IS AN ALL-INCLUSIVE TRIP FROM AIRFARE FROM SAN ANTONIO, ROOM (DBL),  ALL MEALS AND DIVING
a. March 10-17, (7 night trip):
$1744 per person includes:
**Round trip air from San Antonio to Cozumel on Continental/United Airlines
**7 nights at Fiesta Americana w/2 per gardenview room
**ALL MEALS daily (there are several restaurants)
**All Drinks daily including ALCOHOL 
**All non-motorized watersports 
**5 days of 2 tank boat dives
**5 days of unlimited shore diving (while dive shop open)
**Welcome tank on arrival for a shore dive
**Hotel and Airfare taxes and tips (not the tips for the diving though)
Add on $89 per person to upgrade to the oceanview room
CO 378 10MAR San Antonio to Houston 650A 750A 
CO1545 10MAR Houston to Cozumel 905A 1124A 
CO1546 17MAR or 18MAR Cozumel to Houston 1225P 340P 
CO1779 17MAR or 18MAR Houston to San Antonio 550P 644P
TRIP WILL CLOSE OUT ON 10 DECEMBER 2011
FINAL PAYMENT DUE 4 JANUARY 2012

PANAMA CITY BEACH TRIPS FOR 2012. THIS IS SOME OF THE BEST DIVING FOR THE BUCK AVAILABLE IN THE GULF. 
The trip dates are: May 13-17, August 12-16, October 7-11. Price information as soon as 2012 prices received. Four nights in hotel, three days of diving (2 tank dives), air tanks, going away dinner at Vapt. Anderson’s should be about $650 a person. We car pool down. Waiting for full details from Professional Tours in Panama City.

ANSE CHASTINET RESORT ON ST. LUCIA 16-23 JUNE 2012 HAS BEEN SWITCHED TO Nevis due to vote and air problems. 
Dawn  loved Nevis and this is a very unique property like Anse Chastanet is. (not as "grand" as Anse Chastanet, but very charming and unique. She loved the diving in Nevis!
Here is the land only pricing for Nevis:
a. Breakfast and Dinner only
$1497 per person includes:
**7 nights at Oualie Beach Resort w/2 per deluxe cottage
**$100 per person beverage/food credit for divers or $50 per person non-divers
**Full breakfast daily
**Dinner daily
**5 days of 2 tank boat dives
**Transfers to and from St. Kitts airport to Nevis!
**Hotel taxes
=================================
b. all meals daily
$1688 per person includes:
**7 nights at Oualie Beach Resort w/2 per deluxe cottage
**$100 per person beverage/food credit for divers or $50 per person non-divers
**Full breakfast, Lunch and Dinner daily
**5 days of 2 tank boat dives
**Transfers to and from St. Kitts airport to Nevis!
**Hotel taxes
=================================
c. all meals and drinks including alcohol
$1994 per person includes:
**7 nights at Oualie Beach Resort w/2 per deluxe cottage
**Full breakfast, Lunch and Dinner daily
**All drinks daily including alcohol 
**5 days of 2 tank boat dives
**Transfers to and from St. Kitts airport to Nevis!
**Hotel taxes
===================================
Airfare is running $1090 round trip at the moment:
Usair 1693 16JUN San Antonio to St. Kitts 700A 330P 
American 837 23JUN St. Kitts to SanJuan 955A 1109A 
American 633 23JUN SanJuan to Dallas 1220P 415P 
American 1043 23JUN Dallas to San Antonio 455P 555P
If you do usair both directions price is $834 round trip at the moment and schedule would be:
Usair 1693 16JUN San Antonio to St. Kitts 700A 330P 
US1692 23JUN St. Kitts to Charlotte 430P 845P 
US2601 24JUN Charlotte to San Antonio 945A 1206P
US airways is my choice as I do not mind an overnight stay in Charlotte
====================================
---there is no shore diving. Cost to add one extra 2 tank boat dive is $90, 
Cost for 1 tank afternoon is $65 (or if group of 10 or more special price of $250 for 5 days 1tank afternoon )
and cost for 1 tank night is $80
All the rooms here have air conditioning? ---YES!! restaurant does not have a/c 
===============================================================

TRUK LAGOON AND PALAU JULY 2012
THIS TRIP WILL CLOSE OUT IN MARCH 2012. NO ADDITIONAL AFTER THAT DATE. I need deposits asap to firm up Truk and/or boat in Palau. I will hold the Truk trip open as long as possible but will be closing the boat out on 9 Dec and go with what I have as they want $1000 deposit for each person right now.
 FOR SEVEN DAYS. THIS IS FOR BOTH RECREATIONAL AND TECHNICAL DIVERS.  YOU CAN DO YOUR WRECK PENETRATION OR TECHNICAL WRECK PENETRATION ON THIS DIVE AS WELL AS TRIMIX 2. 
Need a deposit of $300 per person to set up Truk .  Cost for a recreational diver with two dives a day would be about $1500 plus meals and roundtrip air to Truk. 
Nitrox, helium and extra dives would cost extra.  Let me know if you are interested. The dive shop is set up for everything and can even have scrubber there for us.

Trip on the Ocean Hunter III in Palau in 2012 Holds 16 divers. I Have booked 7 slots besides me. This trip will be immediately after the Truk Lagoon trip. This boat can also support rebreather and technical diving.
Deluxe Cabins  are $3595 per person and contain a large living space with one king bed with single bunk above.
Standard Cabins are $3495 per person and contain a queen bed and single bunk above.
Both hav ensuite bathroom with shower, basin, toilet. Large storage space. 
MASTER SUITE is $3995 per person. They boast a large living space, extra large double bed, private TV, DVD and mini-bar. Computer/toilet table and a sofa/bed. Large spacious bathroom .
Please indicate the type of cabin you desire when depositing money. Those with deposits down already please e mail me your preference
I need a $1000 per person deposit for the boat asap. 
This trip will close out on 1 Feb 2012

WAKATOBI RESORT IN INDONESIA (Southern Sulawesi) 5-12 OCT 2012 AND/OR THE PELAGIAN LIVE ABOARD (10 ONLY) FROM 28 SEP TO 5 OCT 2012.
SPORT DIVER MAGAZINE CALLS IT A RESORT WITHOUT EQUAL
PELAGIAN LIVE ABOARD FIRST WEEK FOR NINE PLUS ME.  (THE PELAGIAN IS NOW FULL. I WILL LET EVERYONE NOW IF THERE ARE ANY CANCELATIONS). I CAN GET MORE RESORT SLOTS AT PRESENT BY REQUEST IF AVAILABLE.
There are two deluxe cabins at $3220 per person. One super deluxe cabin at $3690 per person, and one standard cabin at $2930 per person. This is a large boat and has a crew of 12. Meals and all diving are included. Diving is from large zodiacs with a ladder to facilitate getting back on. Your diving gear stays on the zodiac and they fill the tanks right there.  
Price does not include the $485 flight between Bali and Wakatobi. (if doing both weeks the flight is only paid once).
Nitrox is extra (ABOUT $200 FOR A WEEK)
This boat goes into areas that are not visited by anyone else. Has great reef and muck diving. Boat is comfortable. 
Wine, beer, alcohol, sodas are not included. 
Tips are not included.
SECOND WEEK OR JUST THIS PART OF TRIP
Wakatobi Dive Resort is more than just a diving experience, it's an extraordinary place that every serious diver should visit at least once in their lifetime - pristine reefs, barefoot luxury, a chance to connect with nature, and to re-connect with yourself - it could be the best vacation you'll ever have. 
They will support rebreathers at Wakatobi 
http://www.wakatobi.com/nletter/2009/October/aerialnotes.html
Cost of the resort is $2950 for the beach bungalow or $2640 for the garden bungalow
Resort trip includes: ground transfers, use of VIP lounge at Bali, all meals, coffee-tea-juice, two to three boat dives daily and unlimited house reef (fabulous) dives. Larger tanks are also available but limited. Double accommodations in beach or garden bungalows (villas also available but expensive (almost $5000). Free wireless at lounge area.
Prices do not include:
Round trip air from the US to Bali ( I will check on group prices as the trip gets closer).
I will be arriving in Bali 3 to 4 days early to make sure my baggage gets there and to spend two days sightseeing. I will most likely stay at the Santika. If you want to do this part I will let you know when to set your flight arrangements up for arrival and the cost. If you have never been to Bali before you probably want to consider it. If you will still havew to spend one night in Bali on the way in to make the early morning flight to Wakatobi the next day. On the way out it is direct: Wakatobi to Bali to the USA.
 The $485 flight from Bali to Wakatobi and return.
Nitrox, which  is extra.
Trip at resort can be extended to ten or fourteen days for additional fees. 
Need a $500 deposit to hold your place.
(They can support rebreathers with scrubber, tanks for rebreather and stages at the resort only.  Costs about $500 for a week)
This trip will close out on 15 April 2012. 

AUSTRALIA  JULY 4 2013
We are booked for July 4, 2013 as this was the soonest that there were any openings during Minke Whale season----Mike Ball, 4 night Mike Whale Expedition for a group of 14 people total. Have 8 slots left at present.
$1808 USD x 2 people in Budget Cabin (1 cabin w/shared bath, twin bunks)
$2086USD x 4 people in Club Cabin (2 cabins w/private bath, twin bunks)
$2315USD x 4 people in Standard Cabin (2 cabins w/private bath, twin beds, oceanview)
$2544USD x 4 people in Premium Cabin (2 cabins w/private bath, double bed, oceanview)
Fuel surcharge may apply (subject to change at any time)
A Great Barrier Reef entry and admin fee of approx AUD$18 per person paid on arrival
Embark: July 4, 2013 ---Thursday 6pm - Trinity Wharf, Cairns.
Disembark: July 8, Monday 11am – Cairns (return to Cairns is by plane from Lizard Island)..
Includes: Round trip transfers from hotel in Cairns to Boat, 4 nights on the amazing Spoilsport Vessel,
All meals and snacks daily including wine with dinner and unlimited soft drinks anytime. 11-13 dives plus
Snorkeling with whales!
IMPORTANT INFO: 
***All space not used must be cancelled out by AUGUST 20, 2012 to avoid any penalties with the exception of a $250 non-refundable mike ball admin fee***
Final payment is due by April 1, 2013 and is completely non-refundable 
Rooming list w/all PASSPORT names, date of birth and gender is due by March 16, 2013
I will be staying in Australia for an additional five days to see Sydney, Kurunda (aborigine show, cable car ride up and single gauge rail back,and the Daintree rain forest. 
Most will return to US at that time. I am going to New Zealand for an additional five days.
I will make Australia and New Zealand arrangements in 2012 as it is too far out to get prices.

 PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 2014 
This trip will include a week aboard the boat Azores (prior Sulawesi and Truk Aggressor) and a week at Dumaguette. This is pristine diving and an excellent resort and live-aboard. Full details later this year. I am arranging the boat trip to depart from Dumaguete so we do not have to do additional flights inside the Philippines. One flight to Dumaguete and back to Manila is all that is required. I will have prices for both when I get back from DEMA. Boat averages about $2500 for the week with all meals, etc. , resort is about $1495 for an all- inclusive week. You can also do one or both weeks. Air to Manila is not-included but air inside the Philippines will be arranged by us.  

TRAVEL TIPS  More and more airlines are charging for the first bag. To help alleviate the problem for yourself try to stick with one airline alliance as elite travelers get two bags free. Try to carry on as much as possible. If a viedeographer go to lighter lights ike the ones from Light and Motion. It has saved me 30 lbs. Go to rechargeable batteries. Have your regulator serviced before the trip to ensure it will not break down. That allows for no backup regulator required. 

PHOTOGRAPHY AND VIDEO HINTS:  
TRAINING DEC 2011 AND JAN 2012
Refresher courses and/or Discover Scuba every Weds from 6 to 8:30 PM. Tues and Thurs nights by prior appointment at same time. 
Open Water Course Start Dates (weeknight course):Dec 6, Jan 3 & 17, 2012. 
 Four Day Course over three weekends:11,18,25
Over two weekends:17/18 & 24/25
Over four weekends: 3/10/17/24
ADVANCED DIVER COURSE: one full weekend/call shop for dates (WE will be offering a NAUI Asdvanced course two weekends a month starting on October 2011.
 Rescue Course Dates: PADI or NAUI course. Call shop for schedule
Nitrox Classes:NAUI/PADI/SDI/ These classes cost $100 plus training package. None of the agencies require diving.  There are evening and weekend daytime classes. Classes last 2-3 hours.  
 Evening classes:   6:00 PM at store
Weekend Classes: 10 AM at store 
Call shop for dates

INTRODUCTION TO TECHNICAL DIVING (doubles/Din regs/lift bags and reels supplied)  Great course even if not going on to technical diving. Improves buoyancy, and all other in-water techniques including more efficient fin kick. $450. Call shop for details and dates.
TECHNICAL NITROX/DECOMPRESSION (NAUI/TDI or both). Call shop for details and dates.
RECREATIONAL TRIMIX (Helitrox no decompression). $300 plus gas. Call for dates
TRIMIX I Course Start Date:  call for dates. TRIMIX II Training will only be conducted on ocean dives requiring that mix. These are dives 200 feet plus. TriMix 1 can be acquired in the lakes but not Trimix II.
Prism Topaz Rebreather Course. Cost is $1500 as well as rental of rebreather if necessary. Rental is limited to one diver. A security/damage deposit also required on rebreather.   
REBREATHER Course on Draeger Dolphin (rebreather supplied) $500. This fully certifies you to dive the Draeger Dolphin or Atlantis (the main unit available for rental
World-wide) and is a good preparation if you plan on going on to closed circuit rebreathers.  As requested
DRY SUIT Course:  As requested. $150 if you have your own dry suit. Free if you buy the suit from us.
UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY starting as requested at 6 PM at store. $250 and we supply the digital camera and strobe.
SeaLife Camera familiarization course is $50 and takes a few hours. Required to rent a SeaLife camera.
NAUI FIRST AID /CPR Course as requested ($60 plus book). If you want the full certification to include oxygen provider, blood borne pathogens, AED and Marine Life treatment, the course cost is $180 plus book.
These courses are Coast Guard approved and meet all requirements for qualification.

ARE YOU A PHOTOGRAPHER? DO YOU FIND YOURSELF TRAILING BEHIND WHILE YOU TAKE PICTURES? DO YOU HAVE 100 DIVES LOGGED? ARE YOUR BUOYANCY AND DIVING SKILLS GOOD? IF SO YOU MIGHT WANT TO BECOME A CERTIFIED SOLO DIVER. THIS COURSE TEACHES YOU HOW TO SAFELY DIVE ON YOUR OWN. COST IS $250 PLUS BOOK AND REQUIRES TWO OPEN WATER DIVES. IF QUALIFIED, AND INTERESTED CALL THE SHOP.
NAUI INSTRUCTOR COURSE: Feb 4,5,6,7,8 - 2012

EQUIPMENT:  
We have decided to bring in DryCASE. This  unique Item waterproofs, I phones, ipods, ipads, kendles, cameras, MP3 players, has 100% waterproof earbuds and headphones. We have them on display now.
We will also have a complete line of top quality Mares/Head swimming accessories starting the first week of December. 
Scubapro is offering a trimix update to any Galileo Sol owner that is trimix certified. Go to www.scubapro.com to download form. I will not be upgrading my Sol as I already have several other trimix computers that also do constant PO2 which I need for my rebreather.
Hollis has a new semi-closed circuit rebreather that works on a computer. This method reduces the gas flow from the usual sonic orifice. The result is a longer dive time and more accurate PO2 throughout the dive.
They also showed the new prototype of the Prism 2. It is set up in technical version with a backplate. Gas routing and computer secondary are the major changes. They are promising it for March 2012. The cost is $8999.95 in either BCD or backplate and wings design. It is another $1000 with the automatic Bail Out Valve. I think a stage would be adequate as a 19 cubic foot bottle will not last very long at depth. I think the MAP price will be about $500 less than the above retail price. We will sell the unit at MAP.
I have one Prism Topaz brand new in the box that I will sell for $8300. I bought it for spare parts but have not needed it as the unit has been pretty dependable.
MARES/HEAD has a complete line of swimming accessories coming out. We will be carrying the entire line. 
EQUIPMENT TEST:  Did not get to use anything new this month.
NAUI/PADI/SDI/TDI/ NEWS: 
NAUI has it’s new Technical Manual in print. I have looked through it and will review it in next months newsletter..
PADI has gone more and more into e learning. Even the Divemaster and some of the instructor academics is available that way now.
SDI/TDI are being innovative in many of the current courses offered. They offer most of their courses on line and were the first ones to go computer exclusive; a method that is being followed by other agencies. 
BOOK VIDEO REVIEW:   TDI’s new generic closed-circuit rebreather manual is excellent. You only have to do the pertinent parts of a new rebreather.
TECHNICAL CORNER : 
STUDENTS CERTIFIED IN NOVEMBER 2011
PADI OPEN WATER (INSTRUCTOR TERRY THOMAS)
NAUI SCUBA DIVER (INSTRUCTOR MIKE McHUGH
William Williams
INSTRUCTOR COLIN PALMER
Alyssa Brunet
Alyssa Kublie
Ryan McFarling
Michael Wright

PADI NITROX (INSTRUCTOR JOHN DUGGAN)
James Bishop
Steve Longoria
HAVE A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR. SEE YOU IN 2012

