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INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO DIVERS: 
Pacific Travel seems daunting at times. Cost of airfare, length of time traveling and other aspects makes this dive of a lifetime activity off many diver’s lists. But let’s look at it more closely. True the cost is more than flying to the Caribbean (although airfare from LAX to Fiji on Air Pacific is about the same as flying from here to Roatan. The numerous miles you get are usually almost enough for a free flight anywhere in the US and close to an Elite rating. This rating allows you to get on right after first class, so there is never a problem finding overhead room. It also makes you eligible for free upgrades to first class. More important for divers; a silver elite is allowed two 70 lb bags free and a gold or platinum gets three 70 lb bags free. That saves a lot if you travel at all.  

It takes ten hours from LAX to Fiji (about the same as a drive to El Paso). From here to Palau does take a long time ( nine hours from here to Hawaii where you have a two hour layover to get the kinks out. Then 6 ½ hours to Guam, another two hours and then the two hour flight to Palau). Adjusting to travel west is easy, but it does take a few days to recover from travel east as you arrive before you left in many cases.

Everyone owes themselves a trip of a lifetime at last once. Make yours Palau, you won’t be sorry.

Mares Issues URGENT SAFETY RECALL

Announcement involves company's NEMO air dive computer.
Mares Diving has announced a product safety recall involving the company's NEMO Air scuba diving computer. Under certain circumstances, the O-ring can fail and cause a slow leak of breathing gas through the Quick Connector, which could require a diver to surface quickly and face possible risk of injury or running out of air.

Any air leak resulting from an O-ring failure would be slow, because these fittings are designed to the EN250 standard, which requires a very small (0.3mm) opening in the high-pressure hose fitting, but we nevertheless take this issue seriously and intend to correct all affected units.
The O-rings in some units may have been replaced in an earlier service campaign, but this recall requires replacing the entire metal quick connector female fitting at the end of the high pressure air hose that holds the O-ring (new Mares part no. 44200829). Replacement connector assemblies have a groove machined around the middle of the fitting, but recalled units do not.
ALL CONSUMERS SHOULD STOP USING ANY NEMO AIR DIVE COMPUTER, AND ALL RETAILERS SHOULD REMOVE THESE UNITS FROM DISTRIBUTION, UNTIL THEY HAVE BEEN INSPECTED AND REPAIRED BY AN AUTHORIZED MARES DEALER / SERVICE CENTER.
Affected product codes are:
Finished goods
414158 – DIVE COMPUTER NEMO AIR
414159 – DIVE COMPUTER NEMO AIR W/COMPASS
Spare parts
44200771 – HP HOSE W/QUICK CONNECTOR NEMO AIR
44200770 – QUICK CONNECTOR ASSY. FEMALE NEMO AIR
Please contact an Authorized Mares Dealer/Service Center in your area to schedule the removal and substitution of your Nemo Air computer Quick Connector Assembly Female with the new Nemo Air computer Quick Connector Assembly Female. If you want MARES to perform the above service procedures, please contact our customer service department at 1-800-874-3236 for a return authorization number. You will need to provide the unit(s) serial number(s).
ALL NEMO AIR QUICK CONNECTOR FEMALE ASSEMBLIES MUST BE REMOVED AND SUBSTITUTED WITH THE NEW ONE PRIOR TO DIVING NEMO AIR. THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR THIS SERVICE.
For detailed information please go to www.mares.com
This voluntary recall is being conducted by Mares in cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission.

Terry Thomas got his initial PADI certifiaction 21 years ago next month. 

John Duggan just received his 40 Year Instructor Pin from NAUI. He has been a PADI instructor 41 years this year.


TRAVEL:

Just returned from a week in Fiji and then a week in Palau. Have been to Fiji several times before but not at these resorts. Continental has made it possible to dive both the North and South Pacific on the same trip. I did the trip with Fiji first and then Palau. I would recommend the other way around with Palau first due to scheduling. We flew early morning to Hawaii and then stayed there for over six hours waiting for our flight to Fiji. We could have continues on to Guam and had a short layover there before flying on to Guam. We arrived in Nadi (pronounced Nan-di) after midnight and then did not arrive at the Wanannavu Beach Resort in Northern Fiji until almost 5 AM as the ride was about three hours and processing immigration and customs took time. It ruined the first day as everyone was pretty worn out. . The resort is very nice but is a long walk down and then back up to the boat dock. They wash your gear for you so you only have to take it down and up once, but if you have a heavy camera as I do the walk can be grueling. The rooms are very nice but ac in the heat of the day is lacking. Could not get the room below 81 degrees F.  After a few days diving at the resort (the diving was good in Bligh Waters as it is cooler than other areas) we again left the resort at 6 PM (they do not serve dinner until 6;30) and headed for the airport We stopped and had dinner at the First Landing. I had eaten there before and food is good. We processed into the airport with Continental making it pretty easy; and waited for the plane. The security at the gate was extensive with every piece of carry one taken apart and a physical search. The worst part as once through the security you were cut off from the bathrooms and food courts. One guy had a beer passed over the barrier and no-one said anything. They were stringent on confiscating any excess liquids, especially women’s makeup. 
We landed on Guam at 5;30 AM and since our plane did not leave until about 9;45 at night we went downtown to a hotel. I slept all day but many that had never been to Guam went sightseeing. We did not have to collect our checked bags as the time was just under the eleven hour max. If we had it would have been a real hassle. We landed in Palau that evening and Neco Marine’s Josie was there to meet us and take care of everything. They are truly a super dive shop, and took care of us and our equipment the entire week. They even washed and dried it the last day. 
We stayed at the Palau Pacific Resort, which is truly luxurious. Meals were great but expensive. You can save money by eating downtown as a taxi is only about $7 and you can split it. 
We went out each morning on the fast boat and had a 40 minute to one hour ride each way. It is very interesting at first driving through the small islands at high speed, but tiring by the end of the trip. Only getting two dives a day in was also a bummer. We did get extra snorkeling at Jellyfish Lake, Madarin Lake and a dive at Chandelier Cave at no extra cost. We can always set this up and save you a couple of hundred dollars. Two dives are $150 a day and $50 for any of the side trips. The Neco Marine operation is excellent with great guides and boat drivers. If doing a land based operation they are the shop of choice. My preference would be a live-aboard. While the aggressor is there, and peter Hughes soon will be, my choice would be the ocean Hunter III. This boat is slightly larger than either of the other two with the same number of guests. Costs are the same but the Ocean Hunter III gives you seven days of five dives a day rather than the five and a half days the other two offer. It also feeds you all the way through instead of making you buy the last meal downtown. When you leave the boat in the morning you still have to spend the day at the Palau Pacific Resort as the plane does not leave until 0245 in the morning and you need the surface interval. I hope to set up a trip there for 2011 on the Ocean Hunter with an optional add on the Fiji. If interested let me know. The Ocean Hunter costs about $3200 for the week with all meals. I will have exact costs next month. Airfare to there form San Antonio is about $1800.  

PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA TRIPS IN 2010. 16-21 May (The only four diving days trip), 11-15 July, 8-12 Aug, 10-15 Oct 2010

These trips all include accommodations (DBL, four people to two bedroom condo;single supp extra), three or four days of two tank boat dives on wrecks and bridge spans (air tanks included), a dinner at Capt. Anderson’s (best restaurant in the area). It also includes a CD of pictures of the trip and DVD. We car pool down, Nitrox is extra as are meals (except for dinner at Capt. Anderson’s), and tips. 

On the way back we have an optional dive at Vortex Springs. That costs $19 plus air. If you want to be taken to 110 feet deep and about 300 feet into the cave system; you will need to own or rent a stage bottle and regulator with spg.  These trips cost:
May $725.50 for diver  $304 for non-diver

July $654 for diver      $300 for non-diver
Aug $585 for diver      $275 for non-diver

Oct  $585 for diver     $275 for non-dive

Fluctuations in price are due to seasonal increases. If weathered out for day, diving fees are refunded. 

UTILA TRIP FOR SPRING BREAK--FULL

COZUMEL TRIP: TRIP FULL. THERE ARE A FEW PLACES OPEN ON A 9-12 JULY TRIP. Cost is $245 for three nights dbl, two days boat diving. Shore diving. You must get your own ticket to Cozumel ($300 to $350 on Continental).
BONAIRE AT THE HABITAT FROM 3-11 SEP 2010  Cost is  $1750   (about $150 off normal price).  Non-diver about $150 less. 

Trip Includes:

Round trip air on Continental from San Antonio (leaves at 6:30 PM on Friday night and arrives in Bonaire at 5:30 AM Sat. We return to the US the following Sat.  

 7 nights accommodations at Capt Dons in an oceanview villa (two per villa).

We can also get two bedroom, two bath units if desired ( $70 less per person).

Six boat dives and unlimited shore diving(4-6 dives a day depending on your stamina)
Breakfast daily

Double cab pickup truck per four persons ($65 more per person if only two per vehicle)

$25 marine park fee

Welcome drink and party with snacks.

Hotel Tax

Does Not Include:

Tax and insurance on vehicle (about $120 split four ways) 
Nitrox/Scrubber/oxygen or technical rigs.

Individuals that want to do technical or rebreather diving can rent tanks, scrubber and gas there.  

Individuals that want to do the academics and pool for technical diving here and then do their dives in clear warm water can take advantage of gear availability there.  

Trip is open to recreational air or nitrox divers, technical divers and rebreather divers. 

Need a $500 deposit ASAP. Trip closes out in June 2010.

DIVE TRIP ON THE SPIRIT OF NIUGINI LUXURY BOAT from Talawi Resort in Milne Bay. Oct 24 to Nov 8 2010. 

 Oct 24 to Nov 1 2010 Is the boat.. This is a fantastic boat at a fantastic location. 

Boat will depart TawaIi Resort in Milne Bay New Guinea and cruise the outlying islands seldom dove by anyone else. The boat holds 16 People in double rooms with ensuite bath. Cost for main deck rooms is $2760. For lower deck is $2560. There is also a $199 fuel charge added on to each type of room.

Included: accommodations (dbl), all meals and beverages (except sodas and alchohol), airport transfers and 4-5 dives a day. 

Not included: Port fees, reef and chamber fees, fuel charges, personal purchases or tips.

 We will most likely fly from LAX to Nadi, Fiji on Air Pacific and then on to Port Moresby and Talawi on Air Nuigini. Too early for prices yet. A $500 deposit holds your place on this adventurous trip. I have been on the boat before and it was great.

 I am planning to offer and additional week at Tawali Resort. 1 to 8 Nov (The Walindi resort is not air-conditioned at present and ceiling fans just don’t hack it).  Originally considered Tufi but when I checked it out the boat rides were too long each day to get in more than two dives. 

Cost is $2206 for the week.

Included:

Accommodations (dbl)

All meals including coffee, tea and fruit juices, lunch and snacks on dive boat, 3-4 dives a day, shore diving on house reef, tanks, weights, air fills, airport transfers, reef and chamber fees, fuel surcharge. 

Not Included; Alchohol, sodas, personal purchases and tips and nitrox.

$300 deposit holds your place.

Too early for airfare but you can arrange your own flight to Port Moresby and on to Alatou if you desire. Plan on a night in Moresby each way depending on connections. Am setting up two ways to fly. The cheapest and on as much Star Alliance as possible for miles with Continental, United or any other Star alliance airline (your choice). 

FIJI  BEGA LAGOON March 12-19 2011 (Should be Spring Break Time). I have seven interested now. Need 10 to get group rates.

 The Fiji trip with air out of LAX to include room (dbl), meals, diving and transfers is $2950 at present. It might go up a little but I will try to firm up the prices at DEMA (If oyu want to fly Continental the cost is higher)

Beqa Lagoon Resort   www.beqalagoonresort.com
 $2645 PLUS $305 FUEL SURCHARGES = $2950 per person includes: This is today’s price. Continental now flies to Fiji but may be slightly more than Air Pacific. Your choice. I need a $200 deposit to hold your place.

Package price is $2950/person 
-          Airfare from LAX to Nadi Fiji
-          7 nights at Beqa Lagoon Resort
-          3 meals/day
-          5 days of 2 tank boat diving 
-          Unlimited shore diving
-          Day room at Raffles Gateway in Nadi for the last day
-          Hotel taxes
-          Airport/hotel transfers
 NOT included
-          Beverages
-          $30 FJD Shark levy (paid at resort)
-          Personal dive equipment
-          Gratuities
 
Flights with Air Pacific
March 10 2011               LAX to Nadi       1130P to 510A   arrive March 12 
March 19 2011             Nadi to LAX       1000P to 120P
DIVE THE SELDOM VISITED AREA OF TUBATAHA IN THE PHILIPPINES. FOLLOW-ON TRIP TO DUMAGUETTE AVAILABLE.  DO ONE OF THE TRIPS OR BOTH. 30 APRIL TO 14 MAY 2011.

This is a once in a lifetime trip as Tubataha is only accessible by boat and only a few months each year. We will be diving from the Azores (formerly the Sulawesi Aggressor) from 30 April to 7 May. I do not have all of the 2011 prices yet but right now the cost is $5855 for all:

Air from LAX to Manila to Dumaguette and return on Philippine Airlines*

Meals, accommodations (dbl), diving, air, weights, tanks

Transfer from Dumaguette (bus) to Sipalay to board boat (and return)

7 nights on boat with 4-5 dives a day

7 nights at Dumaguette (dbl) with 4-5 dives a day

Hotel taxes

Transfers

Not Included: Nitrox ($125 a week at either place/$250 for two weeks)

$50 a week marine Park fee ($100 for two weeks)

Beverages at Dumaguette

Gratuities, equipment other than tanks or weights

*You can arrange your own air to Manila if you desire and the cost of the Philippine Air will be deducted. I plan on flying Continental for the miles but may cost more.

NEED A $300 DEPOSIT TO HOLD YOUR PLACE ON THE BOAT AND $100 DEPOSIT TO HOLD THE RESORT.

WAKATOBI RESORT IN INDONESIA (Southern Sulawesi) 1-8 NOV 2011 AND/OR THE PELAGIAN LIVE ABOARD (10 ONLY) FROM 8-15 NOV 2011.

Cost of the resort is $2950 for the beach bungalow or $2640 for the garden bungalow

Resort trip includes: rt airfare from Bali to Wakatobi, ground transfers, use of VIP lounge at Bali, all meals, coffee-tea-juice, two boat dives and unlimited house reef (fabulous) dives. Larger tanks are also available but limited.Double accommodations in beach or garden bungalows (villas also available but expensive (almost $5000. Free wireless at lounge area.

Prices do not include the $485 flight from Bali to Wakatobi and return.

Nitrox is extra.

Trip at resort can be extended to ten or fourteen days for additional fees. 

Need a $200 deposit to hold your place.

PELAGIAN LIVE ABOARD SECOND WEEK FOR NINE PLUS ME. 

There are two deluxe cabins at $3220 per person. One super deluxe cabin at $3690 per preson, and one standard cabin at $2930 per person. This is a large boat and has a crew of 12. Meals and all diving are included. Diving is from large zodiacs with a ladder to facilitate getting back on. Your diving gear stays on the zodiac and they fill the tanks right there.  

Price does not include the $485 flight between Bali and Wakatobi. 

Nitrox is extra 

This boat goes into areas that are not visited by anyone else. Has great reef and muck diving. Boat is comfortable.

If doing both weeks the airfare from Bali to Wakatobi is only charged once.

Need a $200 deposit asap.

  POTENTIAL TRIPS:
I have tentatively scheduled several trips. I need to know exactly who wants to go and is willing to make a deposit before I send in several thousand of non-refundable deposits to them.

I AM THINKING OF ANOTHER TRUK TRIP IN JUNE 2011. THIS WILL BE FOR TECHNICAL AND/OR RECREATIONAL DIVERS. IT WOULD BE FOR TEN DAYS. YOU CAN DO YOUR WRECK PENETRATION OR TECHNICAL WRECK PENETRATION ON THIS DIVE AS WELL AS TRIMIX 2. Need a deposit of $200 per person to set it up. Cost for a recreational diver with two dives a day would be about $2300 plus meals and roundtrip air to Truk. 

Nitrox, helium and extra dives would cost extra.  Let me know if you are interested. The dive shop is set up for everything and can even have scrubber there for us.

Trip on the Ocean Hunter III in Palau. Holds 16 divers. So 15 slots besides me.

Other trips are: August 2010 to Key Largo and Key West Florida. We will dive the reefs of Key Largo and then the Spiegel Grove and Duane for four days. Then move on to Key West to dive the recently sunk Hoyt S Vandenberg (only 40 feet to top). Cost not counting air is about $800. Need a $300 deposit from ten people to firm it up.

TRAVEL TIPS: Expect tougher checks when returning to USA. The destinations are being pressured to increase security even more for flights coming to the USA. Additional information will also be required by airline such as DOB.

Other aspects:

Increased body pat down and scanner searches

No getting out of seat or checking overhead for last hour of flight

Possible reduction in carry-on bags

They are also really checking liquids

PHOTOGRAPHY AND VIDEO TIPS: Many small digital cameras now shoot excellent video. With the current weight requirements this makes sense over a heavy video system unless you are getting paid for it.
TECHNICAL CORNER : What is the difference between 4-8 and 6-12 scrubber? Why do some agencies say that steel tanks can only be used with a dry suit? Is this a valid requirement in your opinion?
TRAINING: Feb Mar 2010

Open Water Course Start Dates (two week course):   Feb 16 //Mar 1,15 & 29
Six Day Course over three weekends: Feb course full, Mar course full, April 11 & 18 for pool and 24, 25 for open water dives
 Advanced Open Water Course: Call shop to inquire

 Rescue Course Start Date: Call shop to inquire 

Nitrox Classes:NAUI/PADI/TDI/ These classes cost $100 plus training package. None of the agencies require diving if you have ten logged dives.  There are evening and weekend daytime classes. Classes last 3-4 hours.  

 Evening classes:   6:00 PM at store

Weekend Classes: 10 AM at store 

Call shop for dates

INTRODUCTION TO TECHNICAL DIVING (doubles/Din regs/lift bags and reels supplied) $450  starting on Feb 11 at 6 PM at store
TECHNICAL NITROX/DECOMPRESSION (NAUI/TDI or both) Start Date: Feb 16 at 6 PM at store.
RECREATIONAL TRIMIX (Helitrox no decompression)  March . $300 plus gas. 

TRIMIX Course Start Date:   March .

Introduction to Rebreathers; Learn and dive semi-closed and fully closed circuit rebreathers. Cost is $300 with rebreathers, and materials supplied. The course will include classroom, practical application such as packing scubber and assembly of units as well as diving the unit in the pool. On demand.

Prism Topaz rebreather course. Cost is $1500 as well as rental of rebreather if necessary. Rental is limited to two divers. A security/damage deposit also required on rebreather.   

REBREATHER Course on Draeger Dolphin (rebreather supplied) $500. This fully certifies you to dive the Draeger Dolphin or Atlantis (the main unit available for rental

worldwide) and is a good preparation if you plan on going on to closed circuit rebreathers.  As requested

DRY SUIT Course:  As requested. $150 if you have your own dry suit. Free if you buy the suit from us.
UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY starting as requested at 6 PM at store. $150 with your own camera..

NAUI FIRST AID /CPR Course as requested ($60 plus book). If you want the full certification to include oxygen provider, blood borne pathogens, AED and Marine Life treatment, the course cost is $180 plus book.

These courses are Coast Guard approved and meet all requirements for qualification.

ARE YOU A PHOTOGRAPHER? DO YOU FIND YOURSELF TRAILING BEHIND WHILE YOU TAKE PICTURES? DO YOU HAVE 100 DIVES LOGGED? ARE YOUR BUOYANCY AND DIVING SKILLS GOOD? IF SO YOU MIGHT WANT TO BECOME A CERTIFIED SOLO DIVER. THIS COURSE TEACHES YOU HOW TO SAFELY DIVE ON YOUR OWN. COST IS $250 PLUS BOOK AND REQUIRES TWO OPEN WATER DIVES. IF QUALIFIED,  AND INTERESTED CALL THE SHOP.

EQUIPMENT: Mares and oceanic now have new multi-algorythm computers for the recreational diver. Go online to their sites to see them.
www.mares.com
www.oceanic.com
SPECIAL SALE  WHILE SUPPLIES LAST:

Tilos, Scubamax, and o’Neill wetsuits 45% off

Waterproof wetsuits 30% off

All oceanic regs,BCDs,Computers (40% off limited to stock on hand. All new with full warrantee and parts.

Cressi-sub all gear 50% 0ff

All Mares/Dacor gear 50% off

All Zeagle regs 30% off

All citizen watches and computers 35% off

Analox helium analyzer brand new retail $1150 one only at $850

VRX computers 2 only 20% off

Other assorted gear available also. First come-first served

EQUIPMENT TEST: Tested out the new water activated tank light for night dives. Came on instantly and shut off when dry. Lasts hundreds of hours and is easy to see.
NAUI/PADI/SDI/TDI/ NEWS

NAUI: NAUI still does not have a new technical textbook, but it does have a student technical diving workbook.
TDI/SDI: Really offering many new courses. Have excellent training materials. Were first to offer junior certification to 10 year olds, e-learning and only one offering SOLO Diver
PADI:E Learning is growing. Will have additional information after the PADI Update Feb 16.
BOOK VIDEO REVIEW: Only book I read was the President’s Secret Service. Not a diving book but enthralling.
STUDENTS CERTIFIED IN JANUARY
Discover Scuba (Instructor Tom Carnes)

Grace Param

Ryan Swan

Scuba Refresher (Instructor Danny Phillips)

PADI Open Water (Instructor Terry Thomas-DM Danny Phillips)
Phil Beck

Jennifer Guirl

Gilbert Hernandez

Hilda Hernandez

James Ivers

Justin Lilly

NAUI Prism Topaz Closed Circuit Diver (Instructor John Duggan)

Micheal Fassler

Joseph Lynch

Richard vonTrapp

See you in March

