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INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO DIVER
The shop has been repainted and is being remodeled to make it more organized and more wheelchair friendly. Stephanie, Shawn and Steve have put many hours into remodeling the store. Come by and see it when you have a chance. Also watcg some DVD’s from different dive trips.
Looking at booking an October trip to Bonaire this year if ten people are interested so we can get group rates. Air, Breakfast, room double, 5 days of one tank boat diving and unlimited shore diving should be about $1750. Let us know if you are interested and we will set it up.

DIVE AROUND TEXAS 2012
We will be supporting this program again in 2012. You pay a fee (usually about $25) and get a t-shirt and intro to the program.  It requires you to make dives in at least four different locations in Texas (fresh or salt water), and then you get a chance for prizes for every ten dives you log (logged dives must be verified at shop with stamp). In Oct you get in on the drawing for prizes consisting of new gear, raining and travel from many of the manufacturers, dive shops and resorts. All it requires is that ypu dive a lot, which we all like to do anyway. Come by the shop after 1 Jan 2012 to sign up.
Our Balmorhea dates for 2012 are:
24-26 Feb (diving 25/26) (2 units left)
30 Mar to 1 Apr (diving 31 Mar and 1 Apr)(3 units left)
27-29 April (diving 28/29 Apr)
If interested in making any of these trips let us know. I have four rooms (two with kitchenettes and two with three beds in two rooms) reserved for each weekend. They will be available on a first come first served basis. The three bed rooms can be shared by three singles. 
Contacted Oasis Divers there at Balmorhea. The cost of a tank rental with a fill is $15. The cost of an airfill with your own tank or refilling one of theirs is $10. They are rarely open weekdays but are open mist weekends. They have 16 -80’s and 14 -72’s available for rent.

TRAVEL: 
Ten Adaptive divers, three instructors, a videographer and therapist did their open water dives at Balmorhea 24-27 Jan. The Veteran’s Airlift flew them to Pecos, Texas where the local Chevrolet dealer lent them Suburbans for the drive to Balmorhea. The instructors drove over with all of the gear and Richard VonTrapp and his wife prepared the menu and meals for the trip. All ten were certified and flew back on Friday; The list is:
Richard VonTrapp-Instructor
Bruce Cobabe- Instructor
Mack Macachek- Instructor
George Cummings Videographer
Mark Heniser- Therapist
Adaptive Divers:
Carlo Adame
Richard Billmeyer
Justus Bosquez
Rafael Chico-Lugo
Thomas Davis
Erik Galvan
Farrell Gilliam
Jeffery Hemenger
Charles Lemon
Eric Trueblood
We had another group of divers over there for certification and fun diving  Fri, Sat and Sun 27-29 Jan.
Instructors-Colin Palmer and John Duggan
Students: Amber Frollini, Suzanne Frollini,  Will Bryant.                                                   
Divers: Ken Frollini, Marisa Frollini, Ryan Frollini, Beth Rosin, Carol Halbrook, Larry Smith, Connie Tallie, Sandy Terrazinno, Matt Hoerner. 
All had a really good time and it was sunny but cool. They ducks are so used to people now they dive down right in front of you.
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF THE NEW DIVERS.
Fiji Feb 2012 full and Closed out
COZUMEL MARCH 10-17 2012 both trips closed out
PANAMA CITY BEACH TRIPS FOR 2012. THIS IS SOME OF THE BEST DIVING FOR THE BUCK AVAILABLE IN THE GULF. 
The trip dates are: May 13-17, August 12-16, October 7-11 . Four nights in La Quinta hotel (dbl) breakfast included, three days of diving (2 tank dives), air tanks, going away dinner at Capt. Anderson’s. Cost is  $750  a person. We car pool down and share costs.
 Waiting for full details from Professional Tours in Panama City on the Aug and Oct prices but should be about the same. 

NEVIS 16-23 JUNE 2012 
8 slots left
Dawn  loved Nevis very charming and unique. She loved the diving in Nevis!
Here is the land only pricing for Nevis:
a. Breakfast and Dinner only
$1497 per person includes:
**7 nights at Oualie Beach Resort w/2 per deluxe cottage
**$100 per person beverage/food credit for divers or $50 per person non-divers
**Full breakfast daily
**Dinner daily
**5 days of 2 tank boat dives
**Transfers to and from St. Kitts airport to Nevis!
**Hotel taxes
=================================
b. all meals daily
$1688 per person includes:
**7 nights at Oualie Beach Resort w/2 per deluxe cottage
**$100 per person beverage/food credit for divers or $50 per person non-divers
**Full breakfast, Lunch and Dinner daily
**5 days of 2 tank boat dives
**Transfers to and from St. Kitts airport to Nevis!
**Hotel taxes
=================================
c. all meals and drinks including alcohol
$1994 per person includes:
**7 nights at Oualie Beach Resort w/2 per deluxe cottage
**Full breakfast, Lunch and Dinner daily
**All drinks daily including alcohol 
**5 days of 2 tank boat dives
**Transfers to and from St. Kitts airport to Nevis!
**Hotel taxes
===================================
Airfare is running $1090 round trip at the moment:
Usair 1693 16JUN San Antonio to St. Kitts 700A 330P 
American 837 23JUN St. Kitts to SanJuan 955A 1109A 
American 633 23JUN SanJuan to Dallas 1220P 415P 
American 1043 23JUN Dallas to San Antonio 455P 555P
If you do usair both directions price is $834 round trip at the moment and schedule would be:
Usair 1693 16JUN San Antonio to St. Kitts 700A 330P 
US1692 23JUN St. Kitts to Charlotte 430P 845P 
US2601 24JUN Charlotte to San Antonio 945A 1206P
US airways is my choice as I do not mind an overnight stay in Charlotte
====================================
---there is no shore diving. Cost to add one extra 2 tank boat dive is $90, 
Cost for 1 tank afternoon is $65 (or if group of 10 or more special price of $250 for 5 days 1tank afternoon )
and cost for 1 tank night is $80
All the rooms here have air conditioning? ---YES!! restaurant does not have a/c 
===============================================================

TRUK LAGOON AND PALAU JULY 2012
THIS TRIP WILL CLOSE OUT IN MARCH 2012. NO ADDITIONAL AFTER THAT DATE. I need deposits asap to firm up Truk and/or boat in Palau. I will hold the Truk trip open as long as possible but will be closing the boat out on 9 Dec and go with what I have as they want $1000 deposit for each person right now.
 TRUK STOP 7-14 JULY FOR SEVEN DAYS. THIS IS FOR BOTH RECREATIONAL AND TECHNICAL DIVERS.  YOU CAN DO YOUR WRECK PENETRATION OR TECHNICAL WRECK PENETRATION ON THIS DIVE AS WELL AS TRIMIX 2. 
Need a deposit of $300 per person to set up Truk .  Cost for a recreational diver with two dives a day would be about $1500 plus meals and roundtrip air to Truk. 
Nitrox, helium and extra dives would cost extra.  Let me know if you are interested. The dive shop is set up for everything and can even have scrubber there for us.

Trip on the Ocean Hunter III in Palau 14-21 jULY 2012 Holds 16 divers. I Have booked 7 slots besides me. This trip will be immediately after the Truk Lagoon trip. This boat can also support rebreather and technical diving.
Deluxe Cabins  are $3595 per person and contain a large living space with one king bed with single bunk above.
Have ensuite bathroom with shower, basin, toilet. Large storage space. 
I need a $1000 per person deposit for the boat asap. 
This trip will close out on 1 Feb 2012

WAKATOBI RESORT IN INDONESIA (Southern Sulawesi) 5-12 OCT 2012 AND/OR THE PELAGIAN LIVE ABOARD (10 ONLY) FROM 28 SEP TO 5 OCT 2012.
SPORT DIVER MAGAZINE CALLS IT A RESORT WITHOUT EQUAL
PELAGIAN LIVE ABOARD FIRST WEEK FOR NINE PLUS ME.  (THE PELAGIAN IS NOW FULL. I WILL LET EVERYONE NOW IF THERE ARE ANY CANCELATIONS). I CAN GET MORE RESORT SLOTS AT PRESENT BY REQUEST IF AVAILABLE.
There are three deluxe cabins at $3220 per person. One super deluxe cabin at $3690 per person, and one standard cabin at $2930 per person. This is a large boat and has a crew of 12. Meals and all diving are included. Diving is from large zodiacs with a ladder to facilitate getting back on. Your diving gear stays on the zodiac and they fill the tanks right there.  
Price does not include the $485 flight between Bali and Wakatobi. (if doing both weeks the flight is only paid once).
Nitrox is extra (ABOUT $200 FOR A WEEK)
This boat goes into areas that are not visited by anyone else. Has great reef and muck diving. Boat is comfortable. 
Wine, beer, alcohol, sodas are not included. 
Tips are not included.
SECOND WEEK OR JUST THIS PART OF TRIP
Wakatobi Dive Resort is more than just a diving experience, it's an extraordinary place that every serious diver should visit at least once in their lifetime - pristine reefs, barefoot luxury, a chance to connect with nature, and to re-connect with yourself - it could be the best vacation you'll ever have. 
They will support rebreathers at Wakatobi 
http://www.wakatobi.com/nletter/2009/October/aerialnotes.html
Cost of the resort is $2950 for the beach bungalow or $2640 for the garden bungalow
Resort trip includes: ground transfers, use of VIP lounge at Bali, all meals, coffee-tea-juice, two to three boat dives daily and unlimited house reef (fabulous) dives. Larger tanks are also available but limited. Double accommodations in beach or garden bungalows (villas also available but expensive (almost $5000). Free wireless at lounge area.
Prices do not include:
Round trip air from the US to Bali ( I will check on group prices as the trip gets closer).
I will be arriving in Bali 3 to 4 days early to make sure my baggage gets there and to spend two days sightseeing. I will most likely stay at the Santika. If you want to do this part I will let you know when to set your flight arrangements up for arrival and the cost. If you have never been to Bali before you probably want to consider it. If you will still havew to spend one night in Bali on the way in to make the early morning flight to Wakatobi the next day. On the way out it is direct: Wakatobi to Bali to the USA.
 The $485 flight from Bali to Wakatobi and return.
Nitrox, which  is extra.
Trip at resort can be extended to ten or fourteen days for additional fees. 
Need a $500 deposit to hold your place.
(They can support rebreathers with scrubber, tanks for rebreather and stages at the resort only.  Costs about $500 for a week)
This trip will close out on 15 April 2012. 

AUSTRALIA  JULY 4-8 2013
We are booked for July 4, 2013 as this was the soonest that there were any openings during Minke Whale season----Mike Ball, 4 night Mike Whale Expedition for a group of 14 people total. Have 8 slots left at present.
$1808 USD x 2 people in Budget Cabin (1 cabin w/shared bath, twin bunks)
$2086USD x 4 people in Club Cabin (2 cabins w/private bath, twin bunks)
$2315USD x 4 people in Standard Cabin (2 cabins w/private bath, twin beds, oceanview)
$2544USD x 4 people in Premium Cabin (2 cabins w/private bath, double bed, oceanview)
Fuel surcharge may apply (subject to change at any time)
A Great Barrier Reef entry and admin fee of approx AUD$18 per person paid on arrival
Embark: July 4, 2013 ---Thursday 6pm - Trinity Wharf, Cairns.
Disembark: July 8, Monday 11am – Cairns (return to Cairns is by plane from Lizard Island)..
Includes: Round trip transfers from hotel in Cairns to Boat, 4 nights on the amazing Spoilsport Vessel,
All meals and snacks daily including wine with dinner and unlimited soft drinks anytime. 11-13 dives plus
Snorkeling with whales!
IMPORTANT INFO: 
***All space not used must be cancelled out by AUGUST 20, 2012 to avoid any penalties with the exception of a $250 non-refundable mike ball admin fee***
Final payment is due by April 1, 2013 and is completely non-refundable 
Rooming list w/all PASSPORT names, date of birth and gender is due by March 16, 2013
I will be staying in Australia for an additional five days to see Sydney, Kurunda (aborigine show, cable car ride up and single gauge rail back,and the Daintree rain forest. 
Most will return to US at that time. I am going to New Zealand for an additional five days.
I will make Australia and New Zealand arrangements in 2012 as it is too far out to get prices.

 PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 2014 
This trip will include a week aboard the boat Azores (prior Sulawesi and Truk Aggressor) and a week at Dumaguette. This is pristine diving and an excellent resort and live-aboard. Full details later this year. I am arranging the boat trip to depart from Dumaguete so we do not have to do additional flights inside the Philippines. One flight to Dumaguete and back to Manila is all that is required. I will have prices for both when I get back from DEMA. Boat averages about $2500 for the week with all meals, etc. , resort is about $1495 for an all- inclusive week. You can also do one or both weeks. Air to Manila is not-included but air inside the Philippines will be arranged by us.  

TRAVEL 
Airlines are selling more and more items from extra legroom seats to snacks. Delta for example hopes to add more fees for things that used to be free. They even want to bundles items such as food, in-air WiFI, priority boarding right after first class and Elite travelers and other services. They will even be taking advertising fees for in flight entertainment.  
PHOTOGRAPHY AND VIDEO HINTS:  
TRAINING JAN 2012
Refresher courses and/or Discover Scuba every Weds from 6 to 8:30 PM. Tues and Thurs nights by prior appointment at same time.Some weekend dates available with prior arrangements. 
Open Water Course Start Dates Four pool nights (6:00 to 8:30) over two weeks or four straight nights in one week. One full weekend for open water dives. 
 Four Day Course over three weekends: Sat and Sat or Sun and Sunday over two weeks and then one full weekend of diving.
 Over two weekends: all day Sat and Sun and one full weekend of diving.
Over four weekends: Four  consecutive Saturdays or Sundays. 
Call the shop at 210-658-7495 or 7496 for exact dates.
ADVANCED DIVER COURSE: one full weekend/call shop for dates (WE will be offering a NAUI Asdvanced course two weekends a month starting on October 2011.
 Rescue Course Dates: PADI or NAUI course. Call shop for schedule
Nitrox Classes:NAUI/PADI/SDI/ These classes cost $100 plus training package. None of the agencies require diving.  There are evening and weekend daytime classes. Classes last 2-3 hours.  
 Evening classes:   6:00 PM at store
Weekend Classes: 10 AM at store 
Call shop for dates

INTRODUCTION TO TECHNICAL DIVING (doubles/Din regs/lift bags and reels supplied)  Great course even if not going on to technical diving. Improves buoyancy, and all other in-water techniques including more efficient fin kick. $450. Call shop for details and dates.
TECHNICAL NITROX/DECOMPRESSION (NAUI/TDI or both). Call shop for details and dates.
RECREATIONAL TRIMIX (Helitrox no decompression). $300 plus gas. Call for dates
TRIMIX I Course Start Date:  call for dates. TRIMIX II Training will only be conducted on ocean dives requiring that mix. These are dives 200 feet plus. TriMix 1 can be acquired in the lakes but not Trimix II.
Prism Topaz Rebreather Course. Cost is $1500 as well as rental of rebreather if necessary. Rental is limited to one diver. A security/damage deposit also required on rebreather.   
REBREATHER Course on Draeger Dolphin (rebreather supplied) $500. This fully certifies you to dive the Draeger Dolphin or Atlantis (the main unit available for rental
World-wide) and is a good preparation if you plan on going on to closed circuit rebreathers.  As requested
DRY SUIT Course:  As requested. $150 if you have your own dry suit. Free if you buy the suit from us.
UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY starting as requested at 6 PM at store. $250 and we supply the digital camera and strobe.
SeaLife Camera familiarization course is $50 and takes a few hours. Required to rent a SeaLife camera.
NAUI FIRST AID /CPR Course as requested ($60 plus book). If you want the full certification to include oxygen provider, blood borne pathogens, AED and Marine Life treatment, the course cost is $180 plus book.
These courses are Coast Guard approved and meet all requirements for qualification.

ARE YOU A PHOTOGRAPHER? DO YOU FIND YOURSELF TRAILING BEHIND WHILE YOU TAKE PICTURES? DO YOU HAVE 100 DIVES LOGGED? ARE YOUR BUOYANCY AND DIVING SKILLS GOOD? IF SO YOU MIGHT WANT TO BECOME A CERTIFIED SOLO DIVER. THIS COURSE TEACHES YOU HOW TO SAFELY DIVE ON YOUR OWN. COST IS $250 PLUS BOOK AND REQUIRES TWO OPEN WATER DIVES. IF QUALIFIED, AND INTERESTED CALL THE SHOP.
NAUI INSTRUCTOR COURSE: Feb 4,5,6,7,8 – 2012

HOW TO CLEAN A REGULATOR:
The ideal way is to keep the regulator hooked up to a tank with the air on. This is usually not practical on a dive trip so make sure of two things. 1. Always have the dust cap on securely. 2. Never press the purge button during cleaning unless hooked up to air supply that is on.
Submerse the regulator in clean, preferably warm water for about 30 minutes. Soaking is better that rinsing with a hose. If using a hose ensure water gets into all crevasses, especially in second stage. 
After cleaning shake dry and keep in dry place to ensure all water evaporates out of second stage. Once dry, secure it in clean bag. 
If you have not had an annual on it check all hoses and rubber parts before storing.
· On air 2 type regulators do not replace the nipple cover until sure both the cover and nipple are clean and dry. Trapping water under the cover creates a lot of corrosion.

EQUIPMENT:  
We have added the 4th Element line of wetsuits, drysuit undergarments and botts/gloves. First order should be in beginning of this month. Outstanding equipment.
Have Oceanic’s new computers on order should be in shortly.
Scubapro has a new hosed air integrated computer as well as a new computer watch. They are on backorder until March or April.
Several new masks from Mares and  Cressi-Sub are on order. 
We are also adding the Bare line of wetsuits with a limited in store availability but can order whatever you want.
I have one Prism Topaz brand new in the box that I will sell for $8300. I bought it for spare parts but have not needed it as the unit has been pretty dependable.
Kai Friedrickson is still offering his used unit for $6500.

The Prism 2 and the Explorer semi-closed will be out soon. 
EQUIPMENT TEST:  Used Cressi-subs top of the line regulator. Works great and has parts for life.
NAUI/PADI/SDI/TDI/ NEWS: 
NAUI Has joined PADI and SDI with an online version of the Nitrox course. More details next month.
BOOK VIDEO REVIEW  The free Undersea Journal from TDI/SDI is a great magazine with numerous interesting stories and fantastic pictures. To subscibe go to: www.underwaterjournal.com/subscribe  Remember it is free.
TECHNICAL CORNER : 
Hollis  has the Prism 2 out now. It still needs independent testing before NAUI will approve it
They will be doing crossovers this year for instructors that are already qualified on the Prism Topaz.  I will go ater in the year as the first session is while I am in Fiji. Simo=ilar in most repects but can be bought with regular BCD or plate and wings version.
STUDENTS CERTIFIED IN DECEMBER 2011
Refresher Course Colin Palmer
Steve Sunstrom
NAUI SCUBA DIVER Instructor Colin Palmer
Will Bryant
Chris Ruble
PADI Open Water Diver Instructor John Duggan
Amber Frollini
Suzanne Frollini
Instructor Andy Ramirez
Michael Ford
Alina Tennie

PADI Nitrox  Instructor John Duggan
Gabriella Weiss
Jennifer Weiss
Jeffrey Weiss
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