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INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO DIVERS:

START OF YEAR INVENTORY SALE. ALL ITMES ARE NEW AND COME WITH FULL FACTORY WARRANTEE. SALE IS LIMITED TO STOCK ON HAND. NO RAINCHECKS OR LAYAWAY ON SALE ITEMS. THERE ARE WETSUITS, COMPUTERS, REGULATORS, BCD’S AND ACCESSORIES.  SEE THE EQUIPMENT SECTION OF THIS NEWSLETTER FOR DETAILS. 20 TO 50% OFF VARIOUS ITEMS.

OMS and Dive-Rite have a recall on their BCD dump valves. This effects BCD’s bought from June 2006 to October 2008.  Dive Rite serial numbers between 42000 and 72000.  This is a large number of BCD’s so if you are not sure bring it in or call the manufacturer.  If it was purchased here we will take care of it for you. There is no charge by us or the manufacturer for the replacement spring in the dump valve.  It does not effect lift bags or other devices using dump valves.  If you no longer live in this area contact Dive=Rite directly at: support@diverite.com 

I have recently crossed over some of my instructor certifications to Technical Diving International (TDI). This way I can offer the courses to individuals requesting TDI certification and also still offer an Extended Range Certification which NAUI has discontinued. The courses I can offer are:

Advanced Nitrox

Decompression Procedures (air to 150 ft)

Extended Range (air to 180 ft)

Trimix (mixed gas to 200 ft

Advanced Trimix (mixed gas to 330 ft)

Nitrox Gas Blending

Advanced Gas Blending

Draeger Dolphin/Atlantis semi-closed circuit rebreather

Draeger Ray Semi-closed rebreather

Prism Topaz closed circuit mixed gas rebreather
I also offer Solo Diver, Nitrox diver and Nitrox computer diver under the SDI side of TDI/SDI.

I will of course continue to offer the NAUI courses with the exception of Extended Range.

Many people took advantage of the Scubapro offer in 2009 and purchased a full set of gear. The regulators (including Air 2’s which are also regulators) will be coming due their annual service over the next 12 months. This is required to maintain the warrantee. Parts are free from Scubapro and you only pay for labor. Exactly what can you expect:

1. The normal wait is 7-14 days for service although we frequently get them back much faster. This is less time than the other shops.

2. Cost is $17.50 per stage (a regulator has two stages; a first and second) Air 2’s and octopuses are and additional stage. So labor on a full set is $52.50 plus tax. 

We have added the Cochran line of computers to our line of equipment. Besides being the only computer authorized for use by the US military:

1. Can distinguish between fresh and salt water (also water heavy in minerals) and adjust the algorithm for it. 

2. Reads all barometric changes and allows for them.

3. Does a start up diagnostic (no other computer does this)

4. Records from 20 to 1450 hours depending on computer and your choice.

5. Has the most advanced dive simulator available in the world using the computer Analyst software.

6. Micro bubble configuration is built in to computer.

7. Has GMT clock as well as local time for more accurate worldwide time in event of DCS.

8. Has a direct link (FTP) to DAN (Divers Alert Network). Dive data can be sent at the touch of a finger.

9. Variable ascent rates. 60 foot a minute deeper than 60 ft. Slower as you get shallower.

10. Penalties for faster than allowed ascent rates
11. User replaceable batteries. The\lithium in the EMC-16 and EMC -20 lasts up to 1000 hours.

12. Built in flight data recorder which measures every ascent or descent change over 500 feet when the computer is turned off and not in use. Guarantees that flights before and after dive are included in calculations.

13. The only computer that handles one tenth of a percent in Nitrox. No need to round up; if you have 31.4 % put the exact mix in.

14. State of the art gas switching technology

15. Stays on an hour before shutting down so plenty of time to prepare equipment and conduct checks before dive. Perfect computer for tech divers.

16. Hands free TacLite on EMC 16 & 20. Just tap it on anything. Time of light duration is programmable or can be left on entire dive.

17. Contact control buttons will last a minimum of 8 years in Military use (longer in recreational diving).

18. Six different alarm tones so you do not have to look at computer to know what problem is.

19. Uses type of water (fresh or salt), temperature, barometric pressure, ascent and descent rate before during and after the dive in calculations.

20. Takes a sample every second for more accurate calculations and display of dive profile. Mot computers are 3-15 seconmds.

21. Completely US made here in Texas. Never a problem getting repairs or parts.

22. Can FTB info to Cochran for computer diagnosis before sending in. Frequently can be corrected by phone.

Come by the shop and look at the computer or pick up a brochure. Do they cost more than others? Cheaper than VRX for the top model and the VR3 for mid-range. Cheaper than most other comparable computers but no contest on performance.

	 

America's fisheries are in serious trouble. Overfishing, wasteful bycatch and other threats are pushing our fisheries to the brink. Scientists can only say for sure that about 25% of U.S. fisheries are sustainable. 

But there is hope: managing our fisheries with catch shares. »

Conservationists like catch shares because they protect and restore the public's ocean resources. Fishermen like catch shares because they increase profitability, wages, and safety.

Catch shares work, and now the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is accepting public comments about catch shares. 

Please let them know we need catch shares -- an innovative approach that helps fish and fishermen rebuild, recover and renew. » 
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Thanks for taking action!

Samer
ThePetitionSite 


	Help Save
America's Fisheries






Catch shares can protect our oceans from overfishing. 

Forward to a friend >>
Read the petition >> 


	Take action link: http://www.care2.com/go/z/e/AFtCA/zkCi/A96Br


TRAVEL:

I will be going to Fiji and Palau in Jan (18 Jan to 2 Feb) I will be checking out two different resorts on Fiji and diving in general on Palau with the current el nino. I will write a trip report after I get back.

PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA TRIPS IN 2010. 16-20 May, 11-15 July, 19-23 Sep, 3-8 Oct 2010

These trips all include accommodations (DBL), three days of two tank boat dives on wrecks and bridge spans (air tanks included), a dinner at Capt. Anderson’s (best restaurant in the area). We car pool down, nitrox is extra as are meals, and tips. 

On the way back we have an optional dive at Vortex Springs. That costs $19 plus air. If you want to be taken to 110 feet deep and about 300 feet into the cave system; you will need to own or rent a stage bottle and regulator with spg.  These trips cost under $700. I will have dates and exact costs in the February 2010 Newsletter.

UTILA IN THE HONDURAN BAY ISLANDS FOR WHALE SHARKS ON SPRING BREAK 2010  

Trip closed. We can try for extra slots on a case by case basis.

COZUMEL TRIP: July 12 to 19, (Yes Monday to Monday to take advantage of the cheaper charter air to there from San Antonio). Andy will be leading the group and you will de diving with Roberta the same as last year. Cost of the land and diving is:

7 nights dbl at $35 plus tax = $245 (tax included in price)
6 Days of two air tank boat dives at $70 a day = $420 (Nitrox $9 a tank extra).

Round trip air on Continental approximately $300 to $350 (you get your own)

We booked it for ten divers on a first come first served basis. 

 Deposit is $100 per person on land/diving. 

Marine  Park fee and hyperbaric fee is an additional $3 a dive day, payable there.

BONAIRE AT THE HABITAT FROM 3-11 SEP 2010  Cost is  $1750   (about $150 off normal price).  Non-diver about $150 less. 

Trip Includes:

Round trip air on Continental from San Antonio (leaves at 6:30 PM on Friday night and arrives in Bonaire at 5:30 AM Sat. We return to the US the following Sat.  

 7 nights accommodations at Capt Dons in an oceanview villa (two per villa).

We can also get two bedroom, two bath units if desired ( $70 less per person).

Six boat dives and unlimited shore diving

Breakfast daily

Double cab pickup truck per four persons ($65 more per person if only two per vehicle)

$25 marine park fee

Welcome drink and party with snacks.

Hotel Tax

Does Not Include:

Tax and insurance on vehicle

Nitrox/Scrubber/oxygen or technical rigs.

Individuals that want to do technical or rebreather diving can rent tanks, scrubber and gas there.  

Individuals that want to do the academics and pool for technical diving here and then do their dives in clear warm water can take advantage of gear availability there.  

Trip is open to recreational air or nitrox divers, technical divers and rebreather divers. 

IF THERE ARE NOT TEN DIVERS SIGNED UP BY 1 April I WILL BE CANCELLING THE TRIP.

DIVE TRIP ON THE SPIRIT OF NIUGINI LUXURY BOAT from Talawi Resort in Milne Bay. Oct 24 to Nov 8 2010. 

 Oct 24 to Nov 1 2010 Is the boat.. This is a fantastic boat at a fantastic location. 

Boat will depart TawaIi Resort in Milne Bay New Guinea and cruise the outlying islands seldom dove by anyone else. The boat holds 16 People in double rooms with ensuite bath. Cost for main deck rooms is $2760. For lower deck is $2560. There is also a $199 fuel charge added on to each type of room.

Included: accommodations (dbl), all meals and beverages (except sodas and alchohol), airport transfers and 4-5 dives a day. 

Not included: Port fees, reef and chamber fees, fuel charges, personal purchases or tips.

 We will most likely fly from LAX to Nadi, Fiji on Air Pacific and then on to Port Moresby and Talawi on Air Nuigini. Too early for prices yet. A $500 deposit holds your place on this adventurous trip. I have been on the boat before and it was great.

 I am planning to offer and additional week at Tawali Resort. 1 to 8 Nov (The Walindi resort is not air-conditioned at present and ceiling fans just don’t hack it).  Originally considered Tufi but when I checked it out the boat rides were too long each day to get in more than two dives. 

Cost is $2206 for the week.

Included:

Accommodations (dbl)

All meals including coffee, tea and fruit juices, lunch and snacks on dive boat, 3-4 dives a day, shore diving on house reef, tanks, weights, air fills, airport transfers, reef and chamber fees, fuel surcharge. 

Not Included; Alchohol, sodas, personal purchases and tips and nitrox.

$300 deposit holds your place.

Too early for airfare but you can arrange your own flight to Port Moresby and on to Alatou if you desire. Plan on a night in Moresby each way depending on connections. Am setting up two ways to fly. The cheapest and on as much Star Alliance as possible for miles with Continental, United or any other Star alliance airline (your choice). 

IF THERE ARE NOT SIX DIVERS SIGNED UP BY 1 TEN MAY I WILL BE CANCELLING THIS TRIP.

FIJI  BEGA LAGOON March 12-19 2011 (Should be Spring Break Time). I have seven interested now. Need 10 to get group rates.

 The Fiji trip with air out of LAX to include room (dbl), meals, diving and transfers is $2950 at present. It might go up a little but I will try to firm up the prices at DEMA (If oyu want to fly Continental the cost is higher)

Beqa Lagoon Resort   www.beqalagoonresort.com
 $2645 PLUS $305 FUEL SURCHARGES = $2950 per person includes: This is today’s price. Continental now flies to Fiji but may be slightly more than Air Pacific. Your choice. I need a $200 deposit to hold your place.

Package price is $2950/person 
-          Airfare from LAX to Nadi Fiji
-          7 nights at Beqa Lagoon Resort
-          3 meals/day
-          5 days of 2 tank boat diving 
-          Unlimited shore diving
-          Day room at Raffles Gateway in Nadi for the last day
-          Hotel taxes
-          Airport/hotel transfers
 NOT included
-          Beverages
-          $30 FJD Shark levy (paid at resort)
-          Personal dive equipment
-          Gratuities
 
Flights with Air Pacific
March 10 2011               LAX to Nadi       1130P to 510A   arrive March 12 
March 19 2011             Nadi to LAX       1000P to 120P
DIVE THE SELDOM VISITED AREA OF TUBATAHA IN THE PHILIPPINES. FOLLOW-ON TRIP TO DUMAGUETTE AVAILABLE.  DO ONE OF THE TRIPS OR BOTH. 30 APRIL TO 14 MAY 2011.

This is a once in a lifetime trip as Tubataha is only accessible by boat and only a few months each year. We will be diving from the Azores (formerly the Sulawesi Aggressor) from 30 April to 7 May. I do not have all of the 2011 prices yet but right now the cost is $5855 for all:

Air from LAX to Manila to Dumaguette and return on Philippine Airlines*

Meals, accommodations (dbl), diving, air, weights, tanks

Transfer from Dumaguette (bus) to Sipalay to board boat (and return)

7 nights on boat with 4-5 dives a day

7 nights at Dumaguette (dbl) with 4-5 dives a day

Hotel taxes

Transfers

Not Included: Nitrox ($125 a week at either place/$250 for two weeks)

$50 a week marine Park fee ($100 for two weeks)

Beverages at Dumaguette

Gratuities, equipment other than tanks or weights

*You can arrange your own air to Manila if you desire and the cost of the Philippine Air will be deducted. I plan on flying Continental for the miles but may cost more.

NEED A $300 DEPOSIT TO HOLD YOUR PLACE ON THE BOAT AND $100 DEPOSIT TO HOLD THE RESORT.

WAKATOBI RESORT IN INDONESIA (Southern Sulawesi) 1-8 NOV 2011 AND/OR THE PELAGIAN LIVE ABOARD (10 ONLY) FROM 8-15 NOV 2011.

Cost of the resort is $2950 for the beach bungalow or $2640 for the garden bungalow

Resort trip includes: rt airfare from Bali to Wakatobi, ground transfers, use of VIP lounge at Bali, all meals, coffee-tea-juice, two boat dives and unlimited house reef (fabulous) dives. Larger tanks are also available but limited.Double accommodations in beach or garden bungalows (villas also available but expensive (almost $5000. Free wireless at lounge area.

Prices do not include the $485 flight from Bali to Wakatobi and return.

Nitrox is extra.

Trip at resort can be extended to ten or fourteen days for additional fees. 

Need a $200 deposit to hold your place.

PELAGIAN LIVE ABOARD SECOND WEEK FOR NINE PLUS ME. 

There are two deluxe cabins at $3220 per person. One super deluxe cabin at $3690 per preson, and one standard cabin at $2930 per person. This is a large boat and has a crew of 12. Meals and all diving are included. Diving is from large zodiacs with a ladder to facilitate getting back on. Your diving gear stays on the zodiac and they fill the tanks right there.  

Price does not include the $485 flight between Bali and Wakatobi. 

Nitrox is extra 

This boat goes into areas that are not visited by anyone else. Has great reef and muck diving. Boat is comfortable.

If doing both weeks the airfare from Bali to Wakatobi is only charged once.

Need a $200 deposit asap.

  POTENTIAL TRIPS:
I have tentatively scheduled several trips. I need to know exactly who wants to go and is willing to make a deposit before I send in several thousand of non-refundable deposits to them.

I AM THINKING OF ANOTHER TRUK TRIP IN JUNE 2011. THIS WILL BE FOR TECHNICAL AND/OR RECREATIONAL DIVERS. IT WOULD BE FOR TEN DAYS. YOU CAN DO YOUR WRECK PENETRATION OR TECHNICAL WRECK PENETRATION ON THIS DIVE AS WELL AS TRIMIX 2. Need a deposit of $200 per person to set it up. Cost for a recreational diver with two dives a day would be about $2300 plus meals and roundtrip air to Truk. 

Nitrox, helium and extra dives would cost extra.  Let me know if you are interested. The dive shop is set up for everything and can even have scrubber there for us.

Other trips are: August 2010 to Key Largo and Key West Florida. We will dive the reefs of Key Largo and then the Spiegel Grove and Duane for four days. Then move on to Key West to dive the recently sunk Hoyt S Vandenberg (only 40 feet to top). Cost not counting air is about $800. Need a $300 deposit from ten people to firm it up.

TRAVEL TIPS: Expect tougher checks when returning to USA. The destinations are being pressured to increase security even more for flights coming to the USA. Additional information will also be required by airline such as DOB.

Other aspects:

Increased body pat down and scanner searches

No getting out of seat or checking overhead for last hour of flight

Possible reduction in carry-on bags

PHOTOGRAPHY AND VIDEO TIPS: HD video cameras are getting smaller and smaller and digital still cameras are taking great video. If you plan on buying one of these new ones and using it underwater make sure they are going to build a housing for it. There are so many new cameras that only about 30% of them are getting housings. 
TECHNICAL CORNER: Dive table algorythm and software theories are just that. Use over the years has lent credibility to some tables/computers but there is alwsys the chance of an inadvertent hit. It does not necessarily mean you did something wrong; it could just happen due to one or more variables that were present. 

You can increase you chances of avoiding DCS by:

Keeping hydrated; DCS is directly associated with dehydration

Keep warm and do not overexert yourself

Know what you are breathing and what you will be decompressing with

Avoid going to a deco gas that has more nitrogen than your back gas
 
TRAINING: Jan and Feb 2010

Open Water Course Start Dates (two week course):  Jan 4 & 18, Feb 2 & 16
Six Day Course over three weekends: Jan 17,24 are pool dates. 30 & 31 dive dates. Call shop for other dates open.                   

 Advanced Open Water Course: Call shop to inquire

 Rescue Course Start Date: Call shop to inquire 

Nitrox Classes:NAUI/PADI/TDI/ These classes cost $100 plus training package. None of the agencies require diving if you have ten logged dives.  There are evening and weekend daytime classes. Classes last 3-4 hours.  

 Evening classes:   6:00 PM at store

Weekend Classes: 10 AM at store 

Call shop for dates

INTRODUCTION TO TECHNICAL DIVING (doubles/Din regs/lift bags and reels supplied) $450  starting on Feb 6 at 10 AM  at store
TECHNICAL NITROX/DECOMPRESSION (NAUI/TDI or both) Start Date: Feb 16 at 6 PM at store.
RECREATIONAL TRIMIX (Helitrox no decompression)  March . $300 plus gas. 

TRIMIX Course Start Date:   March .

Introduction to Rebreathers; Learn and dive semi-closed and fully closed circuit rebreathers. Cost is $300 with rebreathers, and materials supplied. The course will include classroom, practical application such as packing scubber and assembly of units as well as diving the unit in the pool. On demand.

Prism Topaz rebreather course Jan 5-10. Cost is $1500 as well as rental of rebreather if necessary. Rental is limited to two divers. A security/damage deposit also required on rebreather.   

REBREATHER Course on Draeger Dolphin (rebreather supplied) $500. This fully certifies you to dive the Draeger Dolphin or Atlantis (the main unit available for rental

worldwide) and is a good preparation if you plan on going on to closed circuit rebreathers.  As requested

DRY SUIT Course:  As requested. $150 if you have your own dry suit. Free if you buy the suit from us.
UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY starting as requested at 6 PM at store. $150 with your own camera..

NAUI FIRST AID /CPR Course as requested ($60 plus book). If you want the full certification to include oxygen provider, blood borne pathogens, AED and Marine Life treatment, the course cost is $180 plus book.

These courses are Coast Guard approved and meet all requirements for qualification.

ARE YOU A PHOTOGRAPHER? DO YOU FIND YOURSELF TRAILING BEHIND WHILE YOU TAKE PICTURES? DO YOU HAVE 100 DIVES LOGGED? ARE YOUR BUOYANCY AND DIVING SKILLS GOOD? IF SO YOU MIGHT WANT TO BECOME A CERTIFIED SOLO DIVER. THIS COURSE TEACHES YOU HOW TO SAFELY DIVE ON YOUR OWN. COST IS $250 PLUS BOOK AND REQUIRES TWO OPEN WATER DIVES. IF QUALIFIED,  AND INTERESTED CALL THE SHOP.

EQUIPMENT: XS Scuba has a new device that may make cleaning your BCD easier. It is s small hose with a regular hose fitting on one end and a BCD connection on the other. You hook it up to a water hose and connect to your BCD and it flushes salt and other contaminants out. Will not work on air 2 but look for an adapter soon.
SPECIAL SALE IN JANUARY WHILE SUPPLIES LAST:

Tilos, Scubamax, and O’Neill wetsuits 45% off

Waterproof wetsuits 30% off

All oceanic regs, BCDs, Computers (40% off limited to stock on hand. All new with full warrantee and parts.

Cressi-sub all gear 50% 0ff

All Mares/Dacor gear 50% off

All Zeagle regs 30% off

All citizen watches and computers 35% off
DUI dry suits in stock 30% off

Analox helium analyzer brand new retail $1150 one only at $850

VRX computers 2 only 20% off

Other assorted gear available also. First come-first served

EQUIPMENT TEST: The small tank light that is water activated is great. It is easy to carry, use and maintain.
NAUI/PADI/SDI/TDI/ NEWS

NAUI. Has new technical diver workbook
TDI/SDI: Has new logbook and several new technical manuals
PADI: Expanding their DSAT program
BOOK VIDEO REVIEW: STUDENTS CERTIFIED IN DECEMBER

NAUI Adaptive Scuba Diver (Instructor Richard VonTrapp)

Matt Cheramie

Tim Karcher

Tom Marquardt

Tyler Sloan

(Instructors John Duggan and Jerry Lucas)

Will Chick

C J Larkin

Alex Leonard

Jamin Moore

PADI Open Water academics and pool only for referral (inst John Duggan)

Brandon Burnett

Michele Darling

David Watts

Will Sebring

NAUI Advanced Diver (Instructor John Duggan)

Luis Ramos

We also had four individuals complete the two day Scubapro regulator technician course.

Tom Carnes

Art Jennings

Scott Myers

Mike Nickens

Terry Thomas

Danny Phillips and John Duggan attended the expert technician update.

HAPPY NEW YEAR. HOPE 2010 IS GREAT FOR ALL OF YOU.

