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INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO DIVERS: 
We have a dive trip set up to the Texas Clipper on Sunday 31 July. This is a large 500 foot + ship and a great dive. Cost is $185 for a two tank dive (air tanks supplied;nitrox extra) including soda and water. We have room for 10 divers on a first come – first served basis. A $100 deposit holds your place. Call shop for details.
Comal River Dives for July:
Night Dives are set for  21 july . Be at shop at 5:30 PM to get any gear needed and to sign waivers. You will need two lights for a night dive; a primary and a backup. We will depart the shop at 6:30 PM.
The morning dives are for 24 which is Sunday . We will meet at the shop at 6:30 AM and head for the river at 7 AM on 24th and meet at 7 for an 8 AM departure for the lake on the 10th and 17th. 
Please call the shop at least the day before to let us know if you will be diving with us.
Airlines are starting too charge for bags on international flights. $25-40 for first bag; $40 to $70 for second.
 
Canyon Lake  opened on 1  April. Current visibility is 4-12 feet. Water temp 78 down to thermocline at 40 feet, then drops to mid 60’s. Visibility is about 1 foot and temperature is 54 degrees at 104 feet.
Out to Sea Adventures is a dive boat that goes out to rigs from Port Aransas. It has two and three tanks dives. Got to:   www.outtoseaadventures.com
NAUI HAS A TRASHY DIVER PHOTO CONTEST. HAVE A PICTURE TAKEN OF YOURSELF COLLECTING TRASH ON DIVES AND SEND IT IN TO THE NAUI GREEEN DIVER INITIATIVE’S TRASH DIVER WEBPAGE.
Monthly prize winner for most unique or most amount is a Tusa mask,fin and snorkel set.(a $285 value)
Grand prize winner will be announced at DEMA in Nov 2011 at NAUI Booth.
Most Unique piece of trash will win a Roddenberry Dive team custom Parka
Most amount of trash a DiveQuest Dive at the Living Sea at Epcot in Disney World
Grand Prize Winner gets 5 nights rtrip to Hawaii (Includes airfare and accommodations)


TRAVEL:
Just returned from Cayman Brac and a week at the Cayman Brac Reef Resort. We came via Charlotte SC on US Airways. The flight was fine from to Cayman Brac where Cayman Airlines took over. They got us to the Brac without our luggage. It arrived late that night so we were all up late getting our gear together.  
The resort is very nice and the rooms are comfortable. The first morning they have you leave your gear outside your room in a supplied mesh bag. They get everything to the boat for you. The only thing we had to do was analyze our Nitrox tanks and then they hauled them to the boat. Breakfast was excellent as were all the meals we had during the week. The hotel and dive staff are exceptionally accommodating and you never pick up your assembled tank. Just sit down on the platforms set up on the rear deck. Then after they put on your tank you just fall into the water. Upon return to the boat they take it off of you at the same platform after you exit the water. An altogether pleasant way to get in and out of the water.
Food was excellent at the resort and the deserts were fantastic. The reservations included ground transfers and tips at the resort (the dive shop was not included). It also included three drinks a day. 
Diving was good but not spectacular. About what you would expect at most Caribbean destinations. The one exception was the number of large grouper that would swim along with you on most dives. They were large and friendly.
Cayman Brac is infested with lionfish the same as the rest of the Caribbean. Divemasters are spearing them the same as elsewhere, but saw numerous ones on every dive. This beautiful fish is great to see in its normal habitat but unwelcome here where it definetley does not belong.
The normal is two morning dives and an afternoon dive. Night dives are available on Tuesday and Thursday for an additional fee. They also have an optional dive to Little Cayman for $35 for a two tank dive. I recommend it if you have not seen the spectacular walls there. 
This is a great spot for the beginning diver or someone that has limited his diving to the Caribbean.  Not as many fish as Bonaire , but on an equal with most other destinations there. 
If you have been to the Indo-Pacific, nowhere in the Caribbean will satisfy you. 
PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA TRIPS IN 2011
Trips are planned for August 21-25, and October 2-6.
Trip Includes: 
Three days of two tank wreck/bridge span diving.
Air Tanks for dives (Nitrox is extra-approx $32.40 w/tax for six tanks).
Condo (four people in two bedroom and five in three bedroom) with full kitchen , washer, dryer, TV etc.
Going away meal at Capt Anderson’s (best restaurant in PC Beach). Does not include booze, appetizers or dessert. 
We will carpool down. Depart here Sunday morning and depart there Thurs morning.
Price Does not include; Tips for crew; who work for tips only; $5-10 a day recommended).
Meals other than Capt. Anderson’s (We usually shop at store and save a lot on meals.
Ride out on boat if non-diver
Costs vary depending on time of year. Costs for above are:
Aug Trip  Diver $586.50   non-diver $265
Oct Trip Diver $586.50  non-diver $265
A $100 deposit will hold your place on any trip. You can also get certified for Advanced for $100. Non-penetration wreck for $100 or Penetration Wreck for $250 plus books. You must also own a reel, lift bag and two lights for penetration wreck course.


BONAIRE AT CAPTAIN DON’S HABITAT FROM SEPTEMBER 17 TO SEPTEMBER 24TH 2011. PLANE WILL ACTUALLY LEAVE ON FRIDAY NIGHT 16 SEPTEMBER.Trip closed
 
FIJI  BEGA LAGOON March  2012
WILL CLOSE THIS TRIP OUT ON AUG 30 2011. 
Bega lagoon has been rated as the best dive resort in the Pacific by Sport Diver Magazine. This is a luxury resort that is good even for non-divers. Come by the shop to watch the DVD or if you do not live in San Antonio ask for one. 
 The Fiji trip with air out of LAX to include room (dbl), meals, diving and transfers is $2950 at present. It might go up but I will try to firm up the prices at DEMA in Nov 2010. Flight is on Air Pacific.  (If you want to fly Continental the cost is higher)
Beqa Lagoon Resort   www.beqalagoonresort.com
 $2845 PLUS $305 FUEL SURCHARGES = $3150 per person. This is the estimated price for 2012. Could be slightly lower or higher depending on air costs.  Continental now flies to Fiji but may be slightly more than Air Pacific. Your choice. I need a $300 deposit to hold your place.
Package price is $3150 to $3350/person depending on 2012 airfare. 
-          Airfare from LAX to Nadi Fiji
-          7 nights at Beqa Lagoon Resort
-          3 meals/day
-          5 days of 2 tank boat diving 
-          Unlimited shore diving
-          Day room at Raffles Gateway in Nadi for the last day
-          Hotel taxes
-          Airport/hotel transfers
 NOT included
-          Beverages
-          $50 FJD Shark levy (paid at resort)
-          Personal dive equipment
-          Gratuities
 
Flights with Air Pacific
March 2 2012               LAX to Nadi       1130P to 510A   arrive March 4 
March 10 2012             Nadi to LAX       1000P to 120P
Trip closes out in Oct 2011
NEED A $300 DEPOSIT TO HOLD YOUR PLACE. Trip will close out in September.
AM LOOKING AT STAYING AT A DIFFERENT RESORT ON TAVEUNI FOR A SECOND WEEK IF ANYONE ELSE IS INTERESTED.
The second week at Taveuni will cost $450 for rt air from Nadi.
The week at the resort costs $1610 per perso double accommodations and includes:
7 nights accomoodations w/2 per Ocean View Room at Garden Island Resort
A welcome drink
Daily cooked breakfast, two course lunch and three course dinner.
Afternoon coffee/tea and fresh baked goodies
12 tanks! 2 days of three tank boat dives and three days of 2 tank boat dives with refreshments
Unlimited shore diving during dive shop hours
30 minute massage (must use in first two days and not transferable)
Free use of kayaks
Nightly entertainment
Roundtrip private ground transfers to/from Taveuni Airport

COZUMEL TRIP 10-17 March 2012
There are two possibilities on this trip: One including Chitzen Itza and one without.
Here is the pricing for your Cozumel group for March 10-17 and March 10-18 
For those wanting to stay 8 nights and do Chichen Itza !!
a. March 10-17, 7 night trip:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]$1744 per person includes:
**Round trip air from San Antonio to Cozumel
**7 nights at Fiesta Americana w/2 per gardenview room
**ALL MEALS daily
**All Drinks daily including ALCOHOL 
**All non-motorized watersports 
**5 days of 2 tank boat dives
**5 days of unlimited shore diving
**Welcome tank on arrival for a shore dive
**Hotel and Airfare taxes and tips (not the tips for the diving though)
Add on $89 per person to upgrade to the oceanview room
================================================
b. March 10-18, 8 night trip:
$1840 per person includes:
**Round trip air from San Antonio to Cozumel
**8 nights at Fiesta Americana w/2 per room
**ALL MEALS daily
**All Drinks daily including ALCOHOL 
**All non-motorized watersports 
**5 days of 2 tank boat dives
**5 days of unlimited shore diving
**Welcome tank on arrival for a shore dive
**Hotel and Airfare taxes and tips (not the tips for the diving though)
Add on $105 per person to upgrade to the oceanview room
Chichen Itza tour add on:
Add on $295 per person for the Chichen Itza by Plane
Add on $181 per person for the Chichen Itza Deluxe by bus
============================================
Air schedule:
CO 378 10MAR San Antonio to Houston 650A 750A 
CO1545 10MAR Houston to Cozumel 905A1124A 
CO1546 17MAR or 18MAR Cozumel to Houston 1225P 340P 
CO1779 17MAR or 18MAR Houston to San Antonio 550P 644P
=====================================
Tour options:
Chichen Itza by Plane: 
Round trip flight from Cozumel 
Transportation from the airport to the ruins 
Guide service in English or German 
Entrance fee 
Duration: About 5 hours 
Price: 
$295.00 per person --(minimum 4 people)
Not included: airport taxes $39.00 US p.p.

Chichen Deluxe by bus
Transportation by ferry 
Deluxe transportation by a/c bus on the mainland 
Breakfast (sweet rolls, juice & soft drinks) 
Bilingual guide service 
Entrance fee 
Buffet lunch 
Soft drinks on the van on the way back 
Insurance & taxes 
Departure times: 07:00 a.m. an return approx. 09:00 p.m.
Price: 
$181.00 per person --(minimum 4 people)
A $200 deposit holds you place on the diving trip. A $100 additional if doing Chitzen Itza.

TRUK LAGOON AND PALAU JULY 2012
 FOR SEVEN DAYS. THIS IS FOR BOTH RECREATIONAL AND TECHNICAL DIVERS.  YOU CAN DO YOUR WRECK PENETRATION OR TECHNICAL WRECK PENETRATION ON THIS DIVE AS WELL AS TRIMIX 2. 
Need a deposit of $300 per person to set it up. Cost for a recreational diver with two dives a day would be about $1500 plus meals and roundtrip air to Truk. 
Nitrox, helium and extra dives would cost extra.  Let me know if you are interested. The dive shop is set up for everything and can even have scrubber there for us.

Trip on the Ocean Hunter III in Palau in 2012 Holds 16 divers. So 15 slots besides me. This trip will be immediately after the Truk Lagoon trip. This boat can also support rebreather and technical diving.

WAKATOBI RESORT IN INDONESIA (Southern Sulawesi) 5-12 OCT 2012 AND/OR THE PELAGIAN LIVE ABOARD (10 ONLY) FROM 28 SEP TO 5 OCT 2012.
SPORT DIVER MAGAZINE CALLS IT A RESORT WITHOUT EQUAL
PELAGIAN LIVE ABOARD FIRST WEEK FOR NINE PLUS ME. 
There are two deluxe cabins at $3220 per person. One super deluxe cabin at $3690 per person, and one standard cabin at $2930 per person. This is a large boat and has a crew of 12. Meals and all diving are included. Diving is from large zodiacs with a ladder to facilitate getting back on. Your diving gear stays on the zodiac and they fill the tanks right there.  
Price does not include the $485 flight between Bali and Wakatobi. (if doing both weeks the flight is only paid once).
Nitrox is extra 
This boat goes into areas that are not visited by anyone else. Has great reef and muck diving. Boat is comfortable. Am checking on rebreather support. 
5 slots left on Pelagian. Ten at resort
SECOND WEEK OR JUST THIS PART OF TRIP
Wakatobi Dive Resort is more than just a diving experience, it's an extraordinary place that every serious diver should visit at least once in their lifetime - pristine reefs, barefoot luxury, a chance to connect with nature, and to re-connect with yourself - it could be the best vacation you'll ever have. 
They will support rebreathers at Wakatobi 
http://www.wakatobi.com/nletter/2009/October/aerialnotes.html
Cost of the resort is $2950 for the beach bungalow or $2640 for the garden bungalow
Resort trip includes: ground transfers, use of VIP lounge at Bali, all meals, coffee-tea-juice, two to three boat dives daily and unlimited house reef (fabulous) dives. Larger tanks are also available but limited. Double accommodations in beach or garden bungalows (villas also available but expensive (almost $5000). Free wireless at lounge area.
Prices do not include:
Round trip air from the US to Bali ( I will check on group prices as the trip gets closer).
 The $485 flight from Bali to Wakatobi and return.
Nitrox, which  is extra.
Trip at resort can be extended to ten or fourteen days for additional fees. 
Need a $500 deposit to hold your place.
(They can support rebreathers with scrubber, tanks for rebreather and stages at the resort only.  Costs about $500 for a week)

AUSTRALIA  JULY 2013
We are booked for July 4, 2013 ----Mike Ball, 4 night Mike Whale Expedition for a group
Of 14 people total.
$1808USD x 2 people in Budget Cabin (1 cabin w/shared bath, twin bunks)
$2086USD x 4 people in Club Cabin (2 cabins w/private bath, twin bunks)
$2315USD x 4 people in Standard Cabin (2 cabins w/private bath, twin beds, oceanview)
$2544USD x 4 people in Premium Cabin (2 cabins w/private bath, double bed, oceanview)
Fuel surcharge may apply (subject to change at any time)
A Great Barrier Reef entry and admin fee of approx AUD$18 per person paid on arrival
Embark: July 4, 2013 ---Thursday 6pm - Trinity Wharf, Cairns.
Disembark: July 8, Monday 11am – Cairns (return to Cairns is by plane from Lizard Island)..
Includes: Round trip transfers from hotel in Cairns to Boat, 4 nights on the amazing Spoilsport Vessel,
All meals and snacks daily including wine with dinner and unlimited soft drinks anytime. 11-13 dives plus
Snorkeling with whales!
IMPORTANT INFO: 
***All space not using must be cancelled out by AUGUST 20, 2012 to avoid any penalties with the exception of a $250 non-refundable mike ball admin fee***
Final payment is due by April 1, 2013 and is completely non-refundable 
Rooming list w/all PASSPORT names, date of birth and gender is due by March 16, 2013

  POTENTIAL TRIPS:
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS SUMMER 2014
This trip will include a week aboard the boat Azores (prior Sulawesi and Truk Aggressor) and a week at Dumaguette. This is pristine diving and an excellent resort and live-aboard. Full details later this year
TRAVEL TIPS 
As the economy gets better the cost of airline tickets might come down. But do not look for the them to give up all the additional fees they have added on over the last few years. They have become a source of revenue the airlines will be reluctant to give up.
PHOTOGRAPHY AND VIDEO HINTS
In the past, one of the major problems for videographers was the weight of video lights and batteries.  Todays switch to LED lights with built in lithium rechargeable batteries makes them lightweight, remove battery flooding as a problem, deliver great color balanced light.

TRAINING JULY/AUGUST 2011
Open Water Course Start Dates (weeknight course):   Pool, Open Water dives .
Pool-19,21,26 & 28  July. Open Water 30/31 July
POOL 2,4,9,11 Aug. Open water13/14 Aug
Pool 16,18,23,25  Open Water 27/28 Aug
Six Day Course over three weekends: 
Pool 17 & 24 July Open Water 30/31 July
ADVANCED DIVER COURSE: 16/17 July for PADi 
 Rescue Course Dates: PADI or NAUI course. Call shop for schedule
Nitrox Classes:NAUI/PADI/SDI/ These classes cost $100 plus training package. None of the agencies require diving if you have ten logged dives.  There are evening and weekend daytime classes. Classes last 2-3 hours.  
 Evening classes:   6:00 PM at store
Weekend Classes: 10 AM at store 
Call shop for dates

INTRODUCTION TO TECHNICAL DIVING (doubles/Din regs/lift bags and reels supplied)  Great course even if not going on to technical divige. Improves buoyancy, and all other in-water techniques including more efficient fin kick. $450 starting on at shop at 10 AM.

TECHNICAL NITROX/DECOMPRESSION (NAUI/TDI or both) Start Date:at Shop

RECREATIONAL TRIMIX (Helitrox no decompression). $300 plus gas. Call for dates

TRIMIX I Course Start Date:  call for dates. TRIMIX II Training will only be conducted on ocean dives requiring that mix. These are dives 200 feet plus. TriMix 1 can be acquired in the lakes but not Trimix II.

Prism Topaz Rebreather Course. Cost is $1500 as well as rental of rebreather if necessary. Rental is limited to one diver. A security/damage deposit also required on rebreather.   
REBREATHER Course on Draeger Dolphin (rebreather supplied) $500. This fully certifies you to dive the Draeger Dolphin or Atlantis (the main unit available for rental
World-wide) and is a good preparation if you plan on going on to closed circuit rebreathers.  As requested

DRY SUIT Course:  As requested. $150 if you have your own dry suit. Free if you buy the suit from us.

UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY starting as requested at 6 PM at store. $250 and we supply the digital camera and strobe.

SeaLife Camera familiarization course is $50 and takes a few hours. Required to rent a SeaLife camera.

NAUI FIRST AID /CPR Course as requested ($60 plus book). If you want the full certification to include oxygen provider, blood borne pathogens, AED and Marine Life treatment, the course cost is $180 plus book.
These courses are Coast Guard approved and meet all requirements for qualification.

ARE YOU A PHOTOGRAPHER? DO YOU FIND YOURSELF TRAILING BEHIND WHILE YOU TAKE PICTURES? DO YOU HAVE 100 DIVES LOGGED? ARE YOUR BUOYANCY AND DIVING SKILLS GOOD? IF SO YOU MIGHT WANT TO BECOME A CERTIFIED SOLO DIVER. THIS COURSE TEACHES YOU HOW TO SAFELY DIVE ON YOUR OWN. COST IS $250 PLUS BOOK AND REQUIRES TWO OPEN WATER DIVES. IF QUALIFIED, AND INTERESTED CALL THE SHOP.


EQUIPMENT
The much anticipated Oceanic BIOLITE travel BC is in stock now.  An incredible 5.5 lbs and robust enough to use for any of diving needs.  The Biolite's outstanding combination of price, lift, light weight (5.5 lbs), sturdy materials and excellent fit make this an incredible crossover product. Retail is $449.95 and minimum allowed advertising price is $429.95 (which we will sell it for). Come by and check it out.
One left:  Air integrated ProPlus computer for $599.95 ($200 off).
Two Left:  Weight integrated OceanPro BCD, Alpha regulator & octopus, and computer console for $799.00. 
Have SubGear regulators. The top end is a MK17 first stage and S555 second stage. Have 30 year rather than lifetime warrantee but still are from Scubapro.
Hollis has some new very bright and reasonably priced underwater lights with 260 lumins at only $199.95
SEALIFE has a new camera. The Mini II Dive and Sport camera is an upgrade on a previous model. It is waterproof to 130 feet with a new grip and control. The Easy-Setup guide ensures the camera is set up correctly for pictures on land and water. It is not the camera that the DC 1200 is as it does not have an external strobe. The lens is also not as good. The cost is great though at $259.95 ready to go. This is not housed camera but a totally waterproof camera. There is a wide angle lens available for it.

EQUIPMENT TEST:  The new 1200 LED video lights by Light and Motion are about as good as it gets. Not pnly are they very bright but the color temp is perfect. They only weigh a few pounds and the the battery is a built in lithium that is rechargeable in the light. No need to worry about flodding the battery compartment as the charger hooks up to external points. The perfect travel video light and two of them light up the ocean.

NAUI/PADI/SDI/TDI/ NEWS
NAUI’s e learning has caught on and is getting very popular; especially since it does not cost any more to use it once you have the training materials. 
PADI is adding more and more courses to e learning. All course still require getting a review from the shop and urchase of dive tables and logbook if not already on possession. They have also gone table optional if you are using a computer for Open Water or Nitrox.

BOOK VIDEO REVIEW:  None this month
TECHNICAL CORNER : 
The new Prism is supposed to be out later this year and SteamMachine ( inventers and manufacturers if the original Prism) are making the electronics. Cost is estimated to be between 8 & 9 thousand dollars.
.
STUDENTS CERTIFIED IN MAY AND JUNE
PADI OPEN WATER DIVER (INSTRUCTOR TERRY THOMAS) August Newsletter

INSTRUCTOR ANDY RAMIREZ (August Newsletter)

NAUI SCUBA DIVER (INSTRUCTOR  MIKE MCHUGH)
John Tindall
Caroline Cardona
Nick Hamilton
Gary Ponish
Nina Ponish
Steve Robles
Edgardo Velezquez
Donella Scarboro
Ronnie Beach
REFRESHER COURSE
Phil Hartung
Katherine Hartung
NAUI Advanced
Eric Ghent
Colin Palmer
PADI DIVEMASTER (INSTRUCTOR JOHN DUGGAN)
Susanne Straw
John Pence



