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INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO DIVERS: 

Nitrox is frequently misunderstood and referred to as a gas for deeper diving. It is actually the opposite; a gas for longer dives at shallower (recreational) depths. Due to the reduction in nitrogen it allows longer bottom times and shorter surface intervals without an increase in DCS risk. Nitrox diving tables are based on theory the same as air diving tables. There are numerous variable factors that can increase or decrease individual susceptibility. All diving agencies now offer nitrox certifications without the requirement to dive the gas. PADI and SDI doe not require dive tables as a computer is an acceptable replacement. This makes sense in that the majority of Nitrox divers use computers. NAUI still requires tables and the others have it as an option. It is preferable to stay with the agency you were initially certified with if you intend to use tables as it makes no sense to learn a new table system. The numbers, letters and acronyms are very different from agency to agency. Also PADI will not allow other agency specialties to count toward their master scuba diver rating. Since a Nitrox course is a Nitrox course you might as well stick with tables and terminology you are familiar with. We offer Nitrox from all three agencies so we can meet your needs easily.
DUI DOG DAYS: Don’t forget that DUI will have their DOG DAYS meet on 9-11 April at Windy Point, Lake Travis. If you want to pay a very low fee to dive their different dry suits and see which one you like best and what is your size this is the event for you.

There is a new Baja Aggressor coming out in June. This aggressor is offering  a reduced rate from $2595-$2795 to $1995 for a short time. They will be doing white shark cage diving as shown below.

I will be diving the Oriskany on my way to Panama City in July. I am going to set up a boat out of Pensacola for the dive. The boat will only hold about 4 tech divers and two recreational divers. I plan to dive it the 10th of July if boat is available. Want $185 (last years price) a person now to go. If cost is more I will collect it before we go.

Bold New Frontiers

Guests will explore the best of Baja aboard the spacious130-foot, 20-passenger yacht, Baja Aggressor. 

Socorro The Revillagigedo Archipelago is often called Mexico's Galapagos. It's home to big animals and big action! The region's most famous residents are giant Manta Rays, but Baja Aggressor divers may also encounter Schooling Hammerheads, White Tip Sharks, Silver Tip Sharks, Galapagos Sharks, Bottlenose Dolphin and Tuna. This itinerary is from mid-January through mid-June.

Guadalupe - Great Whites The Baja Aggressor operates out of Ensenada from mid-July to mid-November. The diving in Isla Guadalupe is performed solely in large, roomy Great White Shark cages. Three cages accommodate 3-4 divers each, with dives at a depth of 5-20 feet.

I need ten divers to make this work. If you are interested in diving for great whites this year let me know. 
WW II SUBMARINE LOCATED
They just found the USS Lagarto, (a US submarine lost in World War II) about 150 miles off the coast of Thailand. This sub is about 240 feet deep and still has bodies on it so is considered a graveyard and not penetration or artifact collection is allowed. They have located several more subs lost in that war over the last two years. New detection devices are allowing searches in never before reached recesses of the ocean.

SEA LIFE announces the easiest way to take better pictures underwater with any digital camera and save $50.  The Digital Pro Flash Rebate promotion which runs March 1st through April 30th is as easy as filling out the downloadable rebate form on www.sealife-cameras.com, and returning it along with UPC code and proof of purchase.
SEA LIFE is coming out with a new 12 megapixel camera in May. This has large piano buttons rather than those old small ones. Will shoot an hour of video on 4 gig SD card. Has four underwater modes.
TRAVEL:
I just got back from a week of diving in Utila, an island in the Honduran  Bay Islands group. The March/April time frame is the peak season to see whale sharks there. Unfortunately we saw none. No one has seen any for a long time. There were not even any boils so the tuna fishermen are suffering too. They are blaming the weather as the el nino in the Pacific has caused the water temperature to drop several degrees.
The whole trip started a little shaky as the plane that was to take us from Roatan to Utila never showed. I was able to charter a plane from Sosa Airlines to get us there. I got a refund from the travel agency (if the check does not bounce) so did not lose any money. The flight back was without incident. 

Whatever the cause there were no whale sharks to be found. The same could not be said about sand flies, those notorious no-seeums that long for human flesh. I used 98% DEET and it was like basting a turkey. Everyone got some bites and some got a lot if them. 

We stayed at the Utopia Village again. Juan Carlos (the divemaster) was still there as was Kyle, but everyone else was new. It did not seem as organized as last year and I personally found the new chef less proficient than last years. Rooms were still nice and Kyle and the others did all they could to make us welcome. We did see several seahorses and spotted eagle rays. The fish life does not begin to compare to Bonaire, but what other place in the Caribbean does? 
Without whale sharks, Utila is no better than Roatan for diving, although it is a lot less crowded. Cozumel and Bonaire are closer to get to and cheaper.  

 PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA TRIPS IN 2010. 16-20 May , 11-15 July, 8-12 Aug, 10-15 Oct 2010
These trips all include accommodations (DBL, four people to two bedroom condo;single supp extra), three or four days of two tank boat dives on wrecks and bridge spans (air tanks included), a dinner at Capt. Anderson’s (best restaurant in the area). It also includes a CD of pictures of the trip. We car pool down, Nitrox is extra as are meals (except for dinner at Capt. Anderson’s), and tips. 

On the way back we have an optional dive at Vortex Springs. That costs $19 plus air. If you want to be taken to 110 feet deep and about 300 feet into the cave system; you will need to own or rent a stage bottle and regulator with spg.  These trips cost:

May $654 for diver  $300 for non-diver

July $654 for diver      $300 for non-diver

Aug $585 for diver      $275 for non-diver

Oct  $585 for diver     $275 for non-dive

Fluctuations in price are due to seasonal increases. If weathered out for day, diving fees are refunded. 

COZUMEL TRIP: TRIP FULL.

BONAIRE AT THE HABITAT FROM 3-11 SEP 2010  Cost is  $1750   (about $150 off normal price).  Non-diver about $150 less. 

Trip Includes:

Round trip air on Continental from San Antonio (leaves at 6:30 PM on Friday night and arrives in Bonaire at 5:30 AM Sat. We return to the US the following Sat.  

 7 nights accommodations at Capt Dons in an oceanview villa (two per villa).

We can also get two bedroom, two bath units if desired ( $70 less per person).

Six boat dives and unlimited shore diving(4-6 dives a day depending on your stamina)

Breakfast daily

Double cab pickup truck per four persons ($65 more per person if only two per vehicle)

$25 marine park fee

Welcome drink and party with snacks.

Hotel Tax

Does Not Include:

Tax and insurance on vehicle (about $120 split four ways) 

Nitrox/Scrubber/oxygen or technical rigs.

Individuals that want to do technical or rebreather diving can rent tanks, scrubber and gas there.  

Individuals that want to do the academics and pool for technical diving here and then do their dives in clear warm water can take advantage of gear availability there.  

Trip is open to recreational air or nitrox divers, technical divers and rebreather divers. 

Need a $500 deposit ASAP. Trip closes out in June 2010.

FIJI  BEGA LAGOON March 12-19 2011 (Should be Spring Break Time). 
Bega lagoon has been rated as the best dive resort in the Pacific by Sport Diver Magazine. This is a luxury resort that is good even for non-divers. Come by the shop to watch the DVD or if you do not live in San Antonio ask for one. 
 The Fiji trip with air out of LAX to include room (dbl), meals, diving and transfers is $2950 at present. It might go up a little but I will try to firm up the prices at DEMA. Flight is on Air Pacific.  (If you want to fly Continental the cost is higher)

Beqa Lagoon Resort   www.beqalagoonresort.com
 $2645 PLUS $305 FUEL SURCHARGES = $2950 per person includes: This is today’s price. Continental now flies to Fiji but may be slightly more than Air Pacific. Your choice. I need a $300 deposit to hold your place.

Package price is $2950/person 
-          Airfare from LAX to Nadi Fiji
-          7 nights at Beqa Lagoon Resort
-          3 meals/day
-          5 days of 2 tank boat diving 
-          Unlimited shore diving
-          Day room at Raffles Gateway in Nadi for the last day
-          Hotel taxes
-          Airport/hotel transfers
 NOT included
-          Beverages
-          $30 FJD Shark levy (paid at resort)
-          Personal dive equipment
-          Gratuities
 
Flights with Air Pacific
March 10 2011               LAX to Nadi       1130P to 510A   arrive March 12 
March 19 2011             Nadi to LAX       1000P to 120P
DIVE THE SELDOM VISITED AREA OF TUBATAHA IN THE PHILIPPINES. FOLLOW-ON TRIP TO DUMAGUETTE AVAILABLE.  DO ONE OF THE TRIPS OR BOTH. 30 APRIL TO 14 MAY 2011.

This is a once in a lifetime trip as Tubataha is only accessible by boat and only a few months each year. We will be diving from the Azores (formerly the Sulawesi Aggressor) from 30 April to 7 May. I do not have all of the 2011 prices yet but right now the cost is $5855 for all: See below for just one leg of trip*
Air from LAX to Manila to Dumaguette and return on Philippine Airlines*

Meals, accommodations (dbl), diving, air, weights, tanks

Transfer from Dumaguette (bus) to Sipalay to board boat (and return)

7 nights on boat with 4-5 dives a day

7 nights at Dumaguette (dbl) with 4-5 dives a day

Hotel taxes

Transfers

Not Included: Nitrox ($125 a week at either place/$250 for two weeks)

$50 a week marine Park fee ($100 for two weeks)

Beverages at Dumaguette

Gratuities, equipment other than tanks or weights

Note: You can arrange your own air to Manila if you desire and the cost of the Philippine Air will be deducted. I plan on flying Continental for the miles but may cost more.

NEED A $300 DEPOSIT TO HOLD YOUR PLACE ON THE BOAT AND $100 DEPOSIT TO HOLD THE RESORT.

*AZORES LIVE-ABOARD ONLY IS $4090 PER PERSON
 (ALL AIR CAN CHANGE UNTIL BOOKED AND PAID FOR. RIGHT NOW IT IS TOO FAR OUT TO BOOK FLIGHTS)

Includes: 

RT air from LAX to Manila and Dumaguette

Accommodations (dbl) aboard Azores

Meal/beverages (local soft drinks and beer and wine) aboard Azores.

Diving aboard Azores 

Transfers from Dumaguette to Sipalay and back on bus.

NOT Included:

Nitrox $125 per person for week

$50 per person marine park fees

Personal dive equipment

Gratutiies

Dep LAX 28 Apr to Manila on PR 113 at 1035 PM and arrive in manila 0555 AM 30 Apr

Dep Manila to Dumaguette at 0700 AM  on PR291 and arrive at 0815 AM

Dep Dumaguette at 4:30 PM on 7 May and arrive in Manila at 5:45 PM

Dep Manila for LAX at 1000 PM on 7 May and arrive at LAX at 8:05 PM 7 May

Atlantis Dumaguette Resort Only; $2935 per person (same air rules apply)

Included:
Rt airfare from LAX to Manila and Dumaguette

7 nights at Atlantis resort

3 meals a day

6 days of diving (up to 4 boat dives a day

Hotel taxes

Airport/hotel transfers

NOT Included:

Nitrox -$125 per person per week

$50/person/week marine park fees in Dumaguette

Gratuities

Personal dive equipment

PR 113 05 May LAX to manila dep at 1035 PM arr at 0555 AM 7 May

PR291 Manila to Dumaguette dep 0700 AM and arr 0815 A

PR 294 Dumaguette to Manila dep 4;30 PM and arr 5:45 PM 14 May

PR 102 Manila to LAX dep 1000 PM and arr 08:05 PM 14 May

Need $200 deposit for resort or $300 for Azores ASAP
WAKATOBI RESORT IN INDONESIA (Southern Sulawesi) 1-8 NOV 2011 AND/OR THE PELAGIAN LIVE ABOARD (10 ONLY) FROM 8-15 NOV 2011.

Cost of the resort is $2950 for the beach bungalow or $2640 for the garden bungalow

Resort trip includes:ground transfers, use of VIP lounge at Bali, all meals, coffee-tea-juice, two boat dives and unlimited house reef (fabulous) dives. Larger tanks are also available but limited. Double accommodations in beach or garden bungalows (villas also available but expensive (almost $5000. Free wireless at lounge area.

Prices do not include the $485 flight from Bali to Wakatobi and return.

Nitrox is extra.

Trip at resort can be extended to ten or fourteen days for additional fees. 

Need a $200 deposit to hold your place.

(They can support rebreathers and scrubber,tanks for rebreather and stages costs about $400 for a week)

PELAGIAN LIVE ABOARD SECOND WEEK FOR NINE PLUS ME. 

There are two deluxe cabins at $3220 per person. One super deluxe cabin at $3690 per preson, and one standard cabin at $2930 per person. This is a large boat and has a crew of 12. Meals and all diving are included. Diving is from large zodiacs with a ladder to facilitate getting back on. Your diving gear stays on the zodiac and they fill the tanks right there.  

Price does not include the $485 flight between Bali and Wakatobi. 

Nitrox is extra 

This boat goes into areas that are not visited by anyone else. Has great reef and muck diving. Boat is comfortable. Am checking on rebreather support. Believe they can but will double check when diving there this June.
If doing both weeks the airfare from Bali to Wakatobi is only charged once.

Need a $200 deposit asap.

  POTENTIAL TRIPS:
I have tentatively scheduled several trips. I need to know exactly who wants to go and is willing to make a deposit before I send in several thousand of non-refundable deposits to them.

I AM THINKING OF ANOTHER TRUK TRIP IN 2011. THIS WILL BE FOR TECHNICAL AND/OR RECREATIONAL DIVERS. IT WOULD BE FOR SEVEN DAYS. YOU CAN DO YOUR WRECK PENETRATION OR TECHNICAL WRECK PENETRATION ON THIS DIVE AS WELL AS TRIMIX 2. Need a deposit of $200 per person to set it up. Cost for a recreational diver with two dives a day would be about $1500 plus meals and roundtrip air to Truk. 

Nitrox, helium and extra dives would cost extra.  Let me know if you are interested. The dive shop is set up for everything and can even have scrubber there for us.

Trip on the Ocean Hunter III in Palau. Holds 16 divers. So 15 slots besides me.

Other trips are: August 2010 to Key Largo and Key West Florida. We will dive the reefs of Key Largo and then the Spiegel Grove and Duane for four days. Then move on to Key West to dive the recently sunk Hoyt S Vandenberg (only 40 feet to top). Cost not counting air is about $800. Need a $300 deposit from ten people to firm it up.

TRAVEL TIPS: Frequent flyer perks are great but if you use to many airlines in the same group you lose a better chance at that status. Always pick one airline in each alliance and always use that number for all flights with affiliated airlines. Perks are 2-3, 70 lb bags at no cost. Boarding with first class,. Free upgrades to first class and reduced rates to upgrade to business first on international flights. Bonus miles and others.

Star Alliance is Continental, United, Singapore, Lufthansa and others.

Sky Team is Delta, Northwest, KLM, Air France and others

American is affiliated with Air Pacific, JAL and others

Check out their web sites for affiliation and rules for elite status. 
If you want to set up travel for the best deal you can call Dawn Snow at Caradonna Tours at 800-970-1678. Tell her we sent you for good rates.

PHOTOGRAPHY AND VIDEO TIPS: 

Sea Lifce is coming out with a new 12 megapixel camera that really looks great. It uses piano key type levers instead of buttonsand has four underwater modes as well as shooting good video for up to an hour on 4 gig SDS card. Comes out in May.

TECHNICAL CORNER : What is the difference between 4-8 and 6-12 scrubber? 4-8 is a larger material and as a result is not as absorbent. This means it takes less to fill the canister. As a result it will not function as long as the same canister filled with 6-12. 
Until recently steel tanks were much heavier and very negative in buoyancy. Even without a weight belt, a diver in a wetsuit would sink like a rock. This made it impossible to rise to the surface if the buoyancy wings failed. Even though tech divers are trained to use one of their lift bags for emergency buoyancy in this event; caution dictated using either dual wings or a drysuit for additional (read redundant) buoyancy.

New question: What is counter-diffusion? How does diffusion differ from perfusion?

TRAINING: APRIL 2010

Open Water Course Start Dates (two week course):  April 12 & 26 

Six Day Course over three weekends: 11 & 18 pool dives, 24 & 25 Open water dives
 Advanced Open Water Course: Call shop to inquire

 Rescue Course Start Date: Call shop to inquire 

Nitrox Classes:NAUI/PADI/SDI/ These classes cost $100 plus training package. None of the agencies require diving if you have ten logged dives.  There are evening and weekend daytime classes. Classes last 3-4 hours.  

 Evening classes:   6:00 PM at store

Weekend Classes: 10 AM at store 

Call shop for dates

INTRODUCTION TO TECHNICAL DIVING (doubles/Din regs/lift bags and reels supplied) $450 . April 6 starting on  at 6 PM at store

TECHNICAL NITROX/DECOMPRESSION (NAUI/TDI or both) Start Date: April 27  at 6 PM at store.
RECREATIONAL TRIMIX (Helitrox no decompression)  . $300 plus gas. Call for dates
TRIMIX Course Start Date:  call for dates . TRIMIX II Training will only be conducted on ocean dives requiring that mix. These are dives 200 feet plus. TriMix 1 can be acquired in the lakes but not Trimix II.
Prism Topaz rebreather course. Cost is $1500 as well as rental of rebreather if necessary. Rental is limited to one diver. A security/damage deposit also required on rebreather.   REBREATHER Course on Draeger Dolphin (rebreather supplied) $500. This fully certifies you to dive the Draeger Dolphin or Atlantis (the main unit available for rental

worldwide) and is a good preparation if you plan on going on to closed circuit rebreathers.  As requested

DRY SUIT Course:  As requested. $150 if you have your own dry suit. Free if you buy the suit from us.
UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY starting as requested at 6 PM at store. $150 with your own camera..

NAUI FIRST AID /CPR Course as requested ($60 plus book). If you want the full certification to include oxygen provider, blood borne pathogens, AED and Marine Life treatment, the course cost is $180 plus book.

These courses are Coast Guard approved and meet all requirements for qualification.

ARE YOU A PHOTOGRAPHER? DO YOU FIND YOURSELF TRAILING BEHIND WHILE YOU TAKE PICTURES? DO YOU HAVE 100 DIVES LOGGED? ARE YOUR BUOYANCY AND DIVING SKILLS GOOD? IF SO YOU MIGHT WANT TO BECOME A CERTIFIED SOLO DIVER. THIS COURSE TEACHES YOU HOW TO SAFELY DIVE ON YOUR OWN. COST IS $250 PLUS BOOK AND REQUIRES TWO OPEN WATER DIVES. IF QUALIFIED,  AND INTERESTED CALL THE SHOP.

EQUIPMENT: We have the new Fusion Bullet dry suit from Whites. This suit, developed for the Canadian military is lightweight and form fitting, even with weight gain or loss. The complete outfit with undergarments, travel bag, boots, neoprene socks cost about $2250. Cheaper than most drysuits by themselves. I will be testing mine out and see exactly how tough it is.
We also have Big Blue lights. These high quality lights come from small to a super tech light. Really quality.

We have the user friendly NHeO trimix computer from the makers of VRE and VRX. This user friendly computer is only $999. It is the perfect technical computer both in price and prefromance.
SPECIAL SALE WHILE SUPPLIES LAST: All limited to gear on hand. No rainchecks and no layaway.
Tilos, Scubamax, and O’Neill wetsuits 45% off

Waterproof wetsuits 30% off

All oceanic regs,BCDs,Computers( except data mask) (30% off limited to stock on hand. All new with full warrantee and parts.

Data Mask, (one only) $1100

Cressi-sub all gear 50% 0ff

All Mares/Dacor gear 50% off

All Zeagle regs 30% off

All citizen watches and computers 35% off

Analox helium analyzer brand new retail $1150 one only at $850

VRX computers 1 only at special price of $1750.00
Other assorted gear available also. First come-first served

EQUIPMENT TEST: Tried out the new VRX computer. Not especially user friendly but really does everything. Great tri-mix or constant PO2 computer. Like all tri-mix computers it is expensive. Like it better than the VR3, made by the same company.
NAUI/PADI/SDI/TDI/ NEWS

NAUI: Still no actual manual for tech courses. Guides great but need to develop student study materials or use books from other agencies. Still have best adaptive course available.
TDI/SDI: Their new books are really great. Am going to teach some of the tech courses under TDI and may do a recreational course with SDI.
PADI: PADI is doing more and more by e learning. They are overhauling their instructor course too. 
BOOK VIDEO REVIEW 
STUDENTS CERTIFIED IN FEBRUARY AND MARCH
REFRESHER COURSE:

DISCOVER SCUBA:

Instructor: Jerry Lucas

Austin Martinez

Anita Massey
NAUI SCUBA DIVER 

Instructor Tom Carnes
Eric Clinton
Robert Higdon

Genevieve Higdon
Instructor Tom Carnes & John Duggan

Jana Holmes

Joshua Reyna

Robert Cory Wright

Instructor Tom Carnes and Jeff VanGundy

Don Smith

Instructor John Duggan & Jeff VanGundy
Chris Davenport

Xavier Flores

Donna Wallace

PADI OPEN WATER DIVER
Instructors Jerry Lucas and John Duggan
Allison Barnard
Erin Finley

Chase Hardy

Erin Kimmel

Instructor John Duggan

Anna Fiallo

Maria Munder

Guy Munder

Instructor Jerry Lucas

Bennie Bowers

Kyle Bowers

Mike Genau

Richard Hardy

Katie Kneuper

Robby Kneuper

Instructor Andy Ramerez

Danielle Forbes

Sandra Grimes

Claire Lampe

BrianneMcEwen

Amanda Wolfe
REFRESHER COURSE:
Instructor Carol Minard

Modesto Domingues

Wesley Gonzales

Instructor Mike McHugh

James Jeffers

Robin Jeffers

Instructor Danny Phillips

Charles Hardy

Instructor John Duggan

Guy Swan
NAUI NITROX DIVER

Instructor Tom Carnes

Matt Brandt

Eric Gorczyca

Calvin Klein
Instructor John Duggan

Steve Simpson
CCR PRISM TOPAZ DIVER; Instructor John Duggan
Jerry Lucas
