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INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO DIVERS:
Sorry this newsletter was delayed but just got back from Canada.

Scubapro has made some significant changes to its lifetime parts warrantee. Look under the Equipment tested section for details.

 Canyon Lake North Park is now closed and will not reopen until April next year. Holiday Lodge and Overlook Park are still available for diving but will be getting cold soon. 
Our Balmorhea dates for 2012 are:
27-29 Jan (diving 28/29)
24-26 Feb (diving 25/26)

30 Mar to 1 Apr (diving 31 Mar and 1 apr)

27-29 April (diving 28/29 Apr)

If interested in making any of these trips let us know. I have four rooms (two with kitchenettes and two with three beds in two rooms) reserved for each weekend. They will be available on a first come first served basis. The three bed rooms can be shared by three singles. 

I will be testing out Cressi-Subs new top line regulator. Cressi and Mares are two of the oldest scuba companies in the world. In 1964 I used to travel from Libya to Italy to buy Cressi equipment. The made the first mask with a nose in it for access and the Rondine fin. We have always carried Cressi’s Masks and Fins. We may be adding their regulartors and BCD’s to the shop. Will let us know after the tests. 

TRAVEL: 
 Just returned from a week of diving on Bonaire in the Netherland Antilles. This island, which is basically a desert, has some of the finest diving in the Caribbean.  This is mainly due to the efforts of Capt. Don Stewart, who landed on the island in 1962. He recognized the uniqueness of the area, especially the underwater reefs. The abundance and numerous species of fish made it a diver paradise. Years of effort and the strict conservation methods practiced have resulted in splendid diving to this day.
We did one boat dive and up to five shore dives a day while there. I was less of a gorilla diver and only did four dives a day. Many of the divers had been to Bonaire before,; some like Rob Michealson, Terry and Jim Thomas, several times. Other returnees were Luis Ramos, Sandy Terrazzino,  Dan and Sally Theus, Connie Talley and Larry Smith. Divers going there for the first time were Gary and Debbie Arnold, David and Glenda Keck, Gabriella (Gabbie) Wies.  Mike Reilley decided not to go at the last minute so I had a room to myself.
The weather was great except for a few thunderstorms. Everyone got in plenty of diving exept for Glenda Keck whose diving was curtailed after a few days. The water was a warm 82-84 degrees so my 1 mm shorty was plenty of thermal protection. Unfortunately it did not prevent me from getting stung on the on the arm from what I suspect was a Caribbean Sea Wasp as it was pretty painful. Rob Michealson got stung on the face by the same thing. Other than that the occasional blister, coral scrape and fire coral sting was the only other marine life problem. A few of us went way north above the oil storage tanks. The coral up there is fantastic with varieties seldom seen down south. Sally Theus was the only one to get pictures of eagle rays. 
The food at Capt Don’s was still great but they have been having some problems with room burglaries. I assume it is happening at the other resorts too. One couple had their computer, cell phones, cameras and other stuff stolen in the short hour they were at dinner. The island has had problems before with car burglaries but now it has evidently spread to the resorts. 

I did not see a frogfish this trip but did see a seahorse and a large school of barracuda. Octopus and squid were abundant as usual. Green spotted eels were mating and all over the reefs at night. 

Bonaire is always an enjoyable dive and everyone left reluctantly on Saturday morning. We will be having a trip there next year, but in October so it does not interfere with the September trip to Bali and Wakatobi.  Join us then for some great diving.

FIJI  BEGA LAGOON 16 to 25 FEBRUARY 2012 
ALL THE BEAUTY OF TAHITI WITH A FRIENDLIER FACE.
WE WILL CLOSE THIS TRIP OUT ON OCTOBER 30, 2011.  I arranged a 30 day extension as some who indicated they wanted to go have not signed up yet. Anyone without a deposit down by Oct 30th will not be able to go.
Names on passport due by Nov 10, 2011

FINAL PAYMENT IS DUE BY 27 NOV, 2011
Bega lagoon has been rated as the best dive resort in the Pacific by Sport Diver Magazine. This is a luxury resort that is good even for non-divers. Come by the shop to watch the DVD or if you do not live in San Antonio ask for one. 

 The Fiji trip with air out of LAX to include room (dbl), meals, diving and transfers is $2950 (plus fuel fees) at present. It might go up slightly but these should be firm prices. 

Beqa Lagoon Resort   www.beqalagoonresort.com

 $2950 PLUS $305 FUEL SURCHARGES = $3150 per person. This is the estimated price for 2012. Could be slightly lower or higher depending on air costs. I need a $500 deposit to hold your place.

Package price is $3150 to $3350/person depending on 2012 airfare. 

-          Airfare from LAX to Nadi Fiji

-          7 nights at Beqa Lagoon Resort

-          3 meals a day

-          5 days of 2 tank boat diving 

-          Unlimited shore diving

-          Day room at Raffles Gateway in Nadi for the last day

-          Hotel taxes

-          Airport/hotel transfers
-          CD with pictures and video DVD of trip
 NOT include
-          Beverages other than tea, coffee and non-bottled water.

-          $75 FJD Shark levy (these two dives on one day are optional, but it is a great dive with              lots of sharks up close.

-          Personal dive equipment

-          Gratuities

Flights with Air Pacific

FJ 811 16 Feb 2012 Los Angeles to Nadi dep 1130 PM arr on 18 Feb 5:10 AM

FJ 810 25 Feb 2012 Nadi to Los Angeles Dep 1000 PM arr LAX 1:20 PM same day
Departure will be the same if on the extended trip but flight to Taveuni and return flight will be different dates.
Trip closes out Oct 30 2011

NEED A $500 DEPOSIT TO HOLD YOUR PLACE. Trip will close out Oct 30, 2011
AM STAYING AT GARDEN ISLAND RESORT ON TAVEUNI FOR A SECOND WEEK  (25 Feb to 3 Mar) IF ANYONE ELSE IS INTERESTED.
Below airfare must be paid asap to ensure price. Waiting could result in higher cost.
The second week at Taveuni will cost $422 for rt air from Suva to Taveuni to NADI.
FJ 125 25 Feb Suva to Taveuni dep 1140 AM arr 1245 PM

FJ 128 3 Mar Taveuni to Nadi dep 4:55 PM arr 6:20 PM

Flight from NADI to LAX is 3  Mar on FJ 810 dep Nadi 10 PM arr LAX  1:20 PM same day

The week at the resort costs $1610 per person double accommodations and includes:

7 night’s accommodations w/2 per Ocean View Room at Garden Island Resort

A welcome drink

Daily cooked breakfast, two course lunch and three course dinner.

Afternoon coffee/tea and fresh baked goodies

12 tanks! 2 days of three tank boat dives and three days of 2 tank boat dives with refreshments

Unlimited shore diving during dive shop hours

30 minute massage (must use in first two days and not transferable)

Free use of kayaks

Nightly entertainment

Roundtrip private ground transfers to/from Taveuni Airport

COZUMEL MARCH 10-17 2012

This is a second trip in addition to the one Andy is taking, which is full. John will lead this trip.

There are two possibilities on this trip: One including Chitzen Itza and one without.

Here is the pricing for your Cozumel group for March 10-17 and March 10-18 

For those wanting to stay 8 nights and do Chichen Itza !!
THIS IS AN ALL-INCLUSIVE TRIP FROM AIRFARE FROM SAN ANTONIO, ROOM (DBL),  ALL MEALS AND DIVING
a. March 10-17, (7 night trip):

$1744 per person includes:

**Round trip air from San Antonio to Cozumel on Continental/United Airlines

**7 nights at Fiesta Americana w/2 per gardenview room

**ALL MEALS daily (there are several restaurants)
**All Drinks daily including ALCOHOL 

**All non-motorized watersports 

**5 days of 2 tank boat dives

**5 days of unlimited shore diving (while dive shop open)

**Welcome tank on arrival for a shore dive

**Hotel and Airfare taxes and tips (not the tips for the diving though)

Add on $89 per person to upgrade to the oceanview room
CO 378 10MAR San Antonio to Houston 650A 750A 

CO1545 10MAR Houston to Cozumel 905A 1124A 

CO1546 17MAR or 18MAR Cozumel to Houston 1225P 340P 

CO1779 17MAR or 18MAR Houston to San Antonio 550P 644P

================================================

b. March 10-18, (8 night trip):

$1840 per person includes:

**Round trip air from San Antonio to Cozumel

**8 nights at Fiesta Americana w/2 per room

**ALL MEALS daily

**All Drinks daily including ALCOHOL 

**All non-motorized watersports 

**5 days of 2 tank boat dives

**5 days of unlimited shore diving

**Welcome tank on arrival for a shore dive

**Hotel and Airfare taxes and tips (not the tips for the diving though)

Add on $105 per person to upgrade to the oceanview room

Chichen Itza tour add on:

Add on $295 per person for the Chichen Itza by Plane

Add on $181 per person for the Chichen Itza Deluxe by bus

============================================

Air schedule:

CO 378 10MAR San Antonio to Houston 650A 750A 

CO1545 10MAR Houston to Cozumel 905A 1124A 

CO1546  18MAR Cozumel to Houston 1225P 340P 

CO1779  18MAR Houston to San Antonio 550P 644P

=====================================

Tour options:

Chichen Itza by Plane: 

Round trip flight from Cozumel 

Transportation from the airport to the ruins 

Guide service in English

Entrance fee 

Duration: About 5 hours 

Price: 

$295.00 per person --(minimum 4 people)

Not included: airport taxes $39.00 US p.p.

Chichen Deluxe by bus

Transportation by ferry 

Deluxe transportation by a/c bus on the mainland 

Breakfast (sweet rolls, juice & soft drinks) 

Bilingual guide service 

Entrance fee 

Buffet lunch 

Soft drinks on the van on the way back 

Insurance & taxes 

Departure times: 07:00 a.m. and return approx. 09:00 p.m.

Price:  $181.00 per person --(minimum 4 people)

A $300 deposit holds you place on the diving trip. A $100 additional if doing Chitzen Itza.

TRIP WILL CLOSE OUT ON 10 DECEMBER 2011
FINAL PAYMENT DUE 4 JANUARY 2012
ANSE CHASTINET RESORT ON ST. LUCIA 16-23 JUNE 2012

We are booked for:

6---superior rooms and 12--dive spots

$1849 land (Airfare your own responsibility, I will let you know what air I find)
**7 nights @ Anse Chastanet w/2 per superior room

**Breakfast, Lunch, Afternoon Tea, and Dinner daily

**Welcome drink & fruit basket upon arrival

**6 days of 2 tank boat dives 

**2 night dives & extra scheduled beach diving

**Guided tour of Old French Colonial Plantation

**Unlimited use of non-motorized Watersports (mini-sailing, windsurfing)

**Manager’s cocktail party 

**Transfers to and from airport to resort

**Taxes

Add on $720 total for single occupancy in the superior room category

Subtract $190 total for a non-diver

Below add-ons, must be pre-booked and pre-paid ---pricing at the resort will be more!

Add on only $75 per person for Nitrox for the week!! 

Add on $372 per person to upgrade to the Beach Deluxe room (dbl occ) (these rooms have air conditioning, the superior rooms do not). We have had this reduced to $299. 

Add on $620 per person to upgrade to the Hill Deluxe room (dbl occ)

Add on $950 per person to upgrade to the Premium room (dbl occ)

Air : Everyone is getting their own air. I will have info on thee air I have arranged and other options available when signing up. I will e mail others that are already signed up.
$300 PER PERSON DEPOSIT DUE NOW.
Final payment is due by APRIL 1 ST
EVERYONE MUST HAVE A PASSPORT TO TRAVEL AND THEY MUST NOT EXPIRE WITHIN 6 MONTHS OF TRAVEL DATE. 
You must provide me with all LEGAL names as they appear on PASSPORTS w/ DATE OF BIRTH and GENDER! I cannot run the airline tickets until I have this info!! 
Departure Tax: To be paid at the airport upon leaving the country/island (with some airlines/destinations it is automatically included in the airline ticket)

Airline Tickets: Airline tickets are NON-REFUNDABLE/NON-CHANGEABLE. Some airlines are allowing you to change dates or refund the ticket with a fee---ONLY if it is done PRIOR to your departure date.

Luggage Restrictions: Most airlines will impose additional charges if you choose to check any baggage. Please contact your airline or refer to its website for detailed information regarding your airline's checked baggage policies which is subject to change at any time.

Re-confirm flights: You MUST re-confirm flight #'s and times with the airlines directly 24 hours prior to flights! FLIGHT TIMES CAN CHANGE up until actual departure time!! If weather issues in your area also check with the airlines a few hours prior to the flights!! PLEASE, DO NOT BE LEFT BEHIND!! YOU MUST VERIFY WITH THE AIRLINE HOW MANY HOURS PRIOR YOU NEED TO CHECK IN FOR YOUR FLIGHT. (MOST ARE TO 2 – 3 HOURS PRIOR DEPENDING ON WHERE YOU ARE GOING)

Travel Insurance is available to purchase through Caradonna Dive Adventures and Travel Guard, AND IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED!! If you have specific questions regarding coverage call Travel Guard 24 hours a day,7 days a week @ 1-877-295-9619 and refer to product number 008399. PLEASE LET ME KNOW ASAP IF YOU WANT THE INSURANCE added on! 

====================================

TRUK LAGOON AND PALAU JULY 2012

THIS TRIP WILL CLOSE OUT IN MARCH 2012. NO ADDITIONAL AFTER THAT DATE. I need deposits asap to firm up Truk and/or boat in Palau. I will hold the Truk trip open as long as possible but will be closing the boat out soon and go with what I have as they want $1000 deposit for each person right now.

 FOR SEVEN DAYS. THIS IS FOR BOTH RECREATIONAL AND TECHNICAL DIVERS.  YOU CAN DO YOUR WRECK PENETRATION OR TECHNICAL WRECK PENETRATION ON THIS DIVE AS WELL AS TRIMIX 2. 

Need a deposit of $300 per person to set up Truk .  Cost for a recreational diver with two dives a day would be about $1500 plus meals and roundtrip air to Truk. 

Nitrox, helium and extra dives would cost extra.  Let me know if you are interested. The dive shop is set up for everything and can even have scrubber there for us.

Trip on the Ocean Hunter III in Palau in 2012 Holds 16 divers. I Have booked 7 slots besides me. This trip will be immediately after the Truk Lagoon trip. This boat can also support rebreather and technical diving.
Deluxe Cabins  are $3595 per person and contain a large living space with one king bed with single bunk above.

Standard Cabins are $3495 per person and contain a queen bed and single bunk above.

Both hav ensuite bathroom with shower, basin, toilet. Large storage space. 

MASTER SUITE is $3995 per person. They boast a large living space, extra large double bed, private TV, DVD and mini-bar. Computer/toilet table and a sofa/bed. Large spacious bathroom .

Please indicate the type of cabin you desire when depositing money. Those with deposits down already please e mail me your preference

I need a $1000 per person deposit for the boat asap. 

This trip will close out on 1 Feb 2012

WAKATOBI RESORT IN INDONESIA (Southern Sulawesi) 5-12 OCT 2012 AND/OR THE PELAGIAN LIVE ABOARD (10 ONLY) FROM 28 SEP TO 5 OCT 2012.

SPORT DIVER MAGAZINE CALLS IT A RESORT WITHOUT EQUAL

PELAGIAN LIVE ABOARD FIRST WEEK FOR NINE PLUS ME.  (I HAVE THREE SLOTS LEFT ON THE PELAGIAN. CAN GET MORE RESORT SLOTS AT PRESENT

There are two deluxe cabins at $3220 per person. One super deluxe cabin at $3690 per person, and one standard cabin at $2930 per person. This is a large boat and has a crew of 12. Meals and all diving are included. Diving is from large zodiacs with a ladder to facilitate getting back on. Your diving gear stays on the zodiac and they fill the tanks right there.  

Price does not include the $485 flight between Bali and Wakatobi. (if doing both weeks the flight is only paid once).

Nitrox is extra 

This boat goes into areas that are not visited by anyone else. Has great reef and muck diving. Boat is comfortable. 

3 slots left on Pelagian. Ten at resort

SECOND WEEK OR JUST THIS PART OF TRIP

Wakatobi Dive Resort is more than just a diving experience, it's an extraordinary place that every serious diver should visit at least once in their lifetime - pristine reefs, barefoot luxury, a chance to connect with nature, and to re-connect with yourself - it could be the best vacation you'll ever have. 

They will support rebreathers at Wakatobi 

http://www.wakatobi.com/nletter/2009/October/aerialnotes.html

Cost of the resort is $2950 for the beach bungalow or $2640 for the garden bungalow

Resort trip includes: ground transfers, use of VIP lounge at Bali, all meals, coffee-tea-juice, two to three boat dives daily and unlimited house reef (fabulous) dives. Larger tanks are also available but limited. Double accommodations in beach or garden bungalows (villas also available but expensive (almost $5000). Free wireless at lounge area.

Prices do not include:

Round trip air from the US to Bali ( I will check on group prices as the trip gets closer).

 The $485 flight from Bali to Wakatobi and return.

Nitrox, which  is extra.

Trip at resort can be extended to ten or fourteen days for additional fees. 

Need a $500 deposit to hold your place.

(They can support rebreathers with scrubber, tanks for rebreather and stages at the resort only.  Costs about $500 for a week)
This trip will close out on 15 April 2012. 
AUSTRALIA  JULY 4 2013

We are booked for July 4, 2013 as this was the soonest that there were any openings during Minke Whake season----Mike Ball, 4 night Mike Whale Expedition for a group of 14 people total. Have 8 slots left at present.

$1808 USD x 2 people in Budget Cabin (1 cabin w/shared bath, twin bunks)

$2086USD x 4 people in Club Cabin (2 cabins w/private bath, twin bunks)

$2315USD x 4 people in Standard Cabin (2 cabins w/private bath, twin beds, oceanview)

$2544USD x 4 people in Premium Cabin (2 cabins w/private bath, double bed, oceanview)

Fuel surcharge may apply (subject to change at any time)

A Great Barrier Reef entry and admin fee of approx AUD$18 per person paid on arrival

Embark: July 4, 2013 ---Thursday 6pm - Trinity Wharf, Cairns.

Disembark: July 8, Monday 11am – Cairns (return to Cairns is by plane from Lizard Island)..

Includes: Round trip transfers from hotel in Cairns to Boat, 4 nights on the amazing Spoilsport Vessel,

All meals and snacks daily including wine with dinner and unlimited soft drinks anytime. 11-13 dives plus

Snorkeling with whales!

IMPORTANT INFO: 

***All space not used must be cancelled out by AUGUST 20, 2012 to avoid any penalties with the exception of a $250 non-refundable mike ball admin fee***

Final payment is due by April 1, 2013 and is completely non-refundable 

Rooming list w/all PASSPORT names, date of birth and gender is due by March 16, 2013

I will be staying in Australia for an additional five days to see Sydney, Kurunda (aborigine show, cable car ride up and single gauge rail back,and the Daintree rain forest. 

Most will return to US at that time. I am going to New Zealand for an additional five days.
I will make Australia and New Zealand arrangements in 2012 as it is too far out to get prices.
 PHILIPPINE ISLANDS SUMMER 2014 

This trip will include a week aboard the boat Azores (prior Sulawesi and Truk Aggressor) and a week at Dumaguette. This is pristine diving and an excellent resort and live-aboard. Full details later this year. I am arranging the boat trip to depart from Dumaguete so we do not have to do additional flights inside the Philippines. One flight to Dumaguete and back to Manila is all that is required. I will have prices for both when I get back from DEMA. Boat averages about $2500 for the week with all meals, etc. , resort is about $1495 for an all- inclusive week. You can also do one or both weeks. Air to Manila is not-included but air inside the Philippines will be arranged by us.  

Full info after DEMA in November.
TRAVEL TIPS : Global Express costs $100 for five years. It also requires filling out foems on the web site and gling for an interview with INS. It is worth it as when yoju get back to the states you can bypass  all the lines at immigration and be through the system in minutes.
PHOTOGRAPHY AND VIDEO HINTS:  The new LED type of video lights are lighter, hardier and easy to charge. Sightly cheaper than HID lights also.
TRAINING Oct/Nov 2011

Refresher courses AND/OR Discover scuba every Weds from 6 to 8:30 PM. Tues and Thurs nights by prior appointment at same time. 
Open Water Course Start Dates (weeknight course):
 Four Day Course over three weekends:. 

Over two weekends: .

Over four weekends: 
ADVANCED DIVER COURSE: one full weekend/call shop for dates (WE will be offering a NAUI Asdvanced course two weekends a month starting on October 2011.
 Rescue Course Dates: PADI or NAUI course. Call shop for schedule

Nitrox Classes:NAUI/PADI/SDI/ These classes cost $100 plus training package. None of the agencies require diving.  There are evening and weekend daytime classes. Classes last 2-3 hours.  

 Evening classes:   6:00 PM at store

Weekend Classes: 10 AM at store 

Call shop for dates

INTRODUCTION TO TECHNICAL DIVING (doubles/Din regs/lift bags and reels supplied)  Great course even if not going on to technical diving. Improves buoyancy, and all other in-water techniques including more efficient fin kick. $450. Call shop for details and dates.
TECHNICAL NITROX/DECOMPRESSION (NAUI/TDI or both). Call shop for details and dates.
RECREATIONAL TRIMIX (Helitrox no decompression). $300 plus gas. Call for dates

TRIMIX I Course Start Date:  call for dates. TRIMIX II Training will only be conducted on ocean dives requiring that mix. These are dives 200 feet plus. TriMix 1 can be acquired in the lakes but not Trimix II.

Prism Topaz Rebreather Course. Cost is $1500 as well as rental of rebreather if necessary. Rental is limited to one diver. A security/damage deposit also required on rebreather.   

REBREATHER Course on Draeger Dolphin (rebreather supplied) $500. This fully certifies you to dive the Draeger Dolphin or Atlantis (the main unit available for rental

World-wide) and is a good preparation if you plan on going on to closed circuit rebreathers.  As requested

DRY SUIT Course:  As requested. $150 if you have your own dry suit. Free if you buy the suit from us.

UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY starting as requested at 6 PM at store. $250 and we supply the digital camera and strobe.

SeaLife Camera familiarization course is $50 and takes a few hours. Required to rent a SeaLife camera.

NAUI FIRST AID /CPR Course as requested ($60 plus book). If you want the full certification to include oxygen provider, blood borne pathogens, AED and Marine Life treatment, the course cost is $180 plus book.

These courses are Coast Guard approved and meet all requirements for qualification.

ARE YOU A PHOTOGRAPHER? DO YOU FIND YOURSELF TRAILING BEHIND WHILE YOU TAKE PICTURES? DO YOU HAVE 100 DIVES LOGGED? ARE YOUR BUOYANCY AND DIVING SKILLS GOOD? IF SO YOU MIGHT WANT TO BECOME A CERTIFIED SOLO DIVER. THIS COURSE TEACHES YOU HOW TO SAFELY DIVE ON YOUR OWN. COST IS $250 PLUS BOOK AND REQUIRES TWO OPEN WATER DIVES. IF QUALIFIED, AND INTERESTED CALL THE SHOP.

EQUIPMENT: Sea Life is bringing out a new DC1400 shortly. This is a 14 megapixel camera that does HD video as well as take pictures. It has a new improved lens which gives it a range of from 1 inch to infinity. I will look at it while at DEMA in Nov. 
We have the Mares Liquidskin mask in. It is extremely comfortable due to the soft improved silicone used. 

We also have the new Analox oxygen analyzer in stock. As well as some 19 cu ft tanks which are perfect for bailout tanks. A must for solo divers.
EQUIPMENT TEST:  Scubapro has made changes to its warrantee program. They become effective in Oct. (regulator purchased in 2011 will still get the full parts for life without additional purchased).   Those already owning equipment will be grandfathered under the old system with the exception that there is no longer a reinstatement option. If you miss your service due date by more than 30 days you no longer have parts for life.
Scubapro will now allow dealers to sell gear over the internet but at the same price as in store.

To get parts for life under the new program you must purchase a regulator, BCD and computer as a set (SubGear Equipment is allowed as substitute (i.e. a XP10 Computer).
NAUI/PADI/SDI/TDI/ NEWS: Will get information on the new programs at DEMA in November.
BOOK VIDEO REVIEW:   Did not read any book this month
TECHNICAL CORNER : What is the difference between Semi-closed circuit (SCR) and closed circuit (CCR) rebreathers? 
The SCR is based on a nitrox mix (the higher the oxygen content the longer but shallower the dive(, usually 32, 40, 50 or 60 percent. The most common one uses a sonic orifice to deliver air. The greater the present of oxygen the smaller the opening (the diameter of the orifice times the PSI equals air delivery).  This is a constant flow system and since there is some nitrogen it must be vented off as it accumulates in the system. Thus a small sporadic release of bubbles occurs. You can greatky imorove the safety of this system by adding a partial pressure of oxygen (PO2) sensor. Thayt way there is no guess work on what PO2 is being delivered. Working hard can greatly effect the efficiency of the unit. Major disadvantages are the continuous flow of air, depth limitation due to the mix, dive time . 

It works in many ways like a CCR in that the loop passes exhaled gas through a Carbon Dioxide (CO2) scrubber and is then enriched by the flow of nitrox. The reduction in bubbles allows you to get closer to marine life and it is a lot lighter than a set of doubles.
CCR takes the system one step further on that it uses a bottle of oxygen and a dliuent (air or trimix) which are mixed manually or by an onboard computer to maintain a constjant PO2 no matter what depth you go to. It requires 1-3 sensors to give redundancy in measuring the oxygen content in the breathing loop. CO2 is still scrubbed from the system to prevent CO2 excess. This is the only aspect without a sensor or readout to warn of excess  CO2.  So it is imperative that you pack your scrubber carefully to prevent channeling of the gas. You must also pay attention to duration of scrubber as you run out of scrubber long before you would ever run out of gas. It is usually 6-8 hours duration per packing.
Which unit you prefer depends on many factors. Cost  
STUDENTS CERTIFIED IN SEPTEMBER 2011

PADI OPEN WATER DIVER

INSTRUCTOR ANDY RAMIREZ
John Carlile

Jacob Peeler

Ryan Spring

Maria Ybaben
INSTRUCTOR TERRY THOMAS
Marissa Frollini

Ryan Frollini

INSTRUCTOR JOHN DUGGAN/ TODD PRICE
Rachel Lieberman

Marcella Logue

Jennifer Palarczyk

NAUI SCUBA DIVER

INSTRUCTOR MIKE McHUGH
Lynn Borland

Lauren Borland

Hannah Borland

John Borland

Michael Borland

Jeannette Coalson

Roy Fontanella

Heather Fontanella

Philip Hall
INSTRUCTOR TOM CARNES

Clark Coleman Jr.

Trevor Stewart

IINSTRUCTOR COLIN PALMER

Jessica Oldham

Van Oldham

INSTRUCTOR JOHN DUGGAN

Sydney Bachtell
NAUI NITROX DIVER

INSTRUCTOR TOM CARNES

David Manley
PADI DIVEMASTER

Suzanne Straw

NAUI INSTRUCTOR

Colin Palmer

