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INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO DIVERS: 
We have two Cozumel trips during the Spring Break time period. Andy Ramirez is taking  a group down for a week from Monday, Mar 14 to Monday, Mar 21, 2011. A five day trip from Saturday, Mar 12 to Thursday, Mar 17.  Look in the travel section for details.
We will be having a June or July 2011 trip to a new location. Cayman Brac, Little Cayman, Saba, Statia and St. Eustacious are possibilities. Look in the potential trip section a cast your vote. The places that receive at least ten votes will be chosen.
We have set up the weekend dives for Balmorhea for this winter. I have reserved four three bed units for each weekend. The cost for each unit is $79.50 per night with tax. I have done this to ensure there is room on the weekends set up. This is a good opportunity to get in some dives in clear warm water. It is also an altitude dive. If desired you can get all of the dives but the deep toward your advanced rating on these weekends. Check the weekends out and see if you want to go. The dates are:
Arrive on 28 Jan and depart on 30 Jan
Arrive on 25 Feb and depart on 27 Feb
Arrive on 25 Mar and depart on 27 Mar
Arrive on 22 Apr and depart on 24 Apr
COURSES AT AQUARENA SPRINGS CENTER
Aquarena Center – Diving for Science Programs
Revised: September 1st, 2010

Our ‘most popular’ Program at Aquarena Center is Level 1 Diving for Science. Divers learn to become docents at the Center and volunteer their time to work in our liquid laboratory. Over the day and a half course, divers learn about aquifers, underwater archaeology and the underwater critical habitat they will work in. Please forward this to your dive buddies, if you have already participated in this level of training. If you have taken this level, come back and dive with us in 2010.
Diving For Science: $230./diver, Sign up at an Aquarena Host Dive Store in your area.
October 9th & 10th
October 23rd & 24th
November 13th & 14th 
December 4th & 5th

If your interests are in Underwater Archaeology, then the perfect follow up to Diving for Science is the archaeology training taught by Layne Hedrick. Layne teaches divers how to map an area, identify an artifact, use lift bag techniques, and actually work on the underwater ‘Shiner dig’ site.
Aquarena Underwater Archaeology: $230./diver, Sign up at an Aquarena Host Dive Store.
To Be Announced

Dr. Mary Wicksten from Texas A & M probably does the best job of teaching divers about the critters that live at Aquarena than anyone. She is passionate about her work and is a frequent diver at Aquarena. Come join Dr. Wicksten as she makes sense of the flora and fauna that are Spring Lake.
Aquarena Underwater Naturalist: $150./diver, Sign up at an Aquarena Host Dive Store.
September 11th

TRAVEL: 
Village Tan Kah, Cozumel Mexico & Duggan’s Diving

8 days 7 nights, 5 days 2 tank boat diving and unlimited shore diving all with the guidance and experience  of one of Duggan own instructors – Andrew Ramirez.  Andy has been diving Cozumel ‘s waters for 20 years.  
Cost for Monday through Monday, March 14-21, 2011 is $ 627.50 per person double occupancy.   Please inquire for single occupancy pricing.  The price for a non diver in room with a diver $262.50.   Airfare is not included.  Please discuss flights upon placing deposit for trip . Deposit to hold your spot is $100.00. The next payment of $300.00 due Nov 15th, remainder ($227.50) due February 1st. 
Village Tan kah
	Continental breakfast- bread, cereal, fruit, yogurt, coffee, tea, milk and juice
Unlimited shore diving
	Rooms have refrigerator, microwave, coffee pot, and unlimited drinking water.
	Fast boats with unlimited water and soda and a different flavored bread/cake during the surface interval  will be provided.
	Nitrox can be purchased however, prior Nitrox certification is required.  Please discuss this class with Duggans Diving so that this can be pursued prior to the trip if you are interested. It  will be a great advantage to you by allowing an extended bottom time. 
	Advanced Open Water Certification can be pursued during this trip.  Talk to the dive shop to make prior arrangements so all the book work can be finished prior to leaving- you will be boat diving, drift diving, deep diving and night diving anyway, so why not get the advanced certification!   Underwater navigation will also be required and that could be accomplished on a shore dive.  	
A trip to the grocery store with Andy on the evening of arrival to pick up sandwich stuff, chips. cookies and sodas for the week will be possible.  This way, if you want to go back to the room after diving and make your own lunch you can. 
However, lunch is easily accessible and affordable next door at Casa del Mar.   Ernestos is also available across the street.  

Dinner – you will be welcome to go along with Andy and some of his local friends to eat dinner and talk about diving at some of the local small restaurants.  (Cost ranges from approximately $6 -15 per person including drink and tip).  Of course there are many more touristy options available as well. 
Transfers to and from the airport will be additional at approximately $8 per person from the airport to hotel and $10 per taxi for the return.  
Marine park and hyperbaric chamber fee is additional at $3 per day per diver and will be included in the final price.
Duggan’s Diving is looking forward to seeing you in Cozumel- Happy Diving

COZUMEL TRIP 12-17 MARCH 2011
This trip costs $1249 per person. It includes the following;
Round trip airfare from San Antonio to Cozumel on Continental Airlines
5 nights at Fiesta Americana w/2 per Tropical Casita room
All meals daily
All drinks including alcohol
All non-motorized water sports
4 days of two tanks dives
4 days of unlimited shore dicving
Hotel and airfare taxes and tips (diving tips not included).
Add  on $145 per person to upgrade to Oceanview room.
For Info go to   www.fiestamericana.com 
Need $100 deposit now and $600 in mid-Nov. Balance due in December.



PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA TRIPS IN 2011
DIVE THE SELDOM VISITED AREA OF TUBATAHA IN THE PHILIPPINES. FOLLOW-ON TRIP TO DUMAGUETTE AVAILABLE.  DO ONE OF THE TRIPS OR BOTH. 30 APRIL TO 14 MAY 2011.
HAVE TWO SLOTS LEFT ON THIS TRIP AS OF 1 SEP 2010
WILL CLOSE THIS TRIP OUT IN OCT 2010 
This is a once in a lifetime trip as Tubataha is only accessible by boat and only a few months each year. We will be diving from the Azores (formerly the Sulawesi Aggressor) from 30 April to 7 May. I do not have all of the 2011 prices yet but right now the cost is $5855 for all on Philippines air (Continental is more plus requires an overnight in Manila). You can get your own roundtrip air if you want as you might want to go Delta or use miles.  : See below for just one leg of trip*
Air from LAX to Manila to Dumaguette and return on Philippine Airlines*
Meals, accommodations (dbl), diving, air, weights, tanks
Transfer from Dumaguette (bus) to Sipalay to board boat (and return)
7 nights on boat with 4-5 dives a day
7 nights at Dumaguette (dbl) with 4-5 dives a day
Hotel taxes
Internet access at Dumaguette
Transfers
Not Included: Nitrox ($125 a week at either place/$250 for two weeks)
$50 a week marine Park fee ($100 for two weeks)
APO) Reef Conservation fee fro Dumaguette approx $38 /person
Tubbataha Conservation fee (live-aboard only) approx $78/person
Beverages at Dumaguette 
Gratuities, equipment other than tanks or weights
Note: You can arrange your own air to Manila if you desire and the cost of the Philippine Air will be deducted. I plan on flying Continental for the miles but may cost more.
NEED A $300 DEPOSIT TO HOLD YOUR PLACE ON THE BOAT AND $100 DEPOSIT TO HOLD THE RESORT.
*AZORES LIVE-ABOARD ONLY IS $4090 PER PERSON
 (ALL AIR CAN CHANGE UNTIL BOOKED AND PAID FOR. RIGHT NOW IT IS TOO FAR OUT TO BOOK FLIGHTS)
Includes: 
RT air from LAX to Manila and Dumaguette
Accommodations (dbl) aboard Azores
Meal/beverages (local soft drinks and beer and wine) aboard Azores.
Diving aboard Azores 
Transfers from Dumaguette to Sipalay and back on bus.
NOT Included:
Nitrox $125 per person for week
$50 per person marine park fees
Personal dive equipment
Gratutiies
Dep LAX 28 Apr to Manila on PR 113 at 1035 PM and arrive in manila 0555 AM 30 Apr
Dep Manila to Dumaguette at 0700 AM  on PR291 and arrive at 0815 AM
Dep Dumaguette at 4:30 PM on 7 May and arrive in Manila at 5:45 PM
Dep Manila for LAX at 1000 PM on 7 May and arrive at LAX at 8:05 PM 7 May

Atlantis Dumaguette Resort Only; $2935 per person (same air rules apply)
Included:
Rt airfare from LAX to Manila and Dumaguette
7 nights at Atlantis resort
3 meals a day
6 days of diving (up to 4 boat dives a day
Hotel taxes
Airport/hotel transfers
NOT Included:
Nitrox -$125 per person per week
$50/person/week marine park fees in Dumaguette
Gratuities
Personal dive equipment
PR 113 05 May LAX to manila dep at 1035 PM arr at 0555 AM 7 May
PR291 Manila to Dumaguette dep 0700 AM and arr 0815 A
PR 294 Dumaguette to Manila dep 4;30 PM and arr 5:45 PM 14 May
PR 102 Manila to LAX dep 1000 PM and arr 08:05 PM 14 May
Need $200 deposit for resort or $300 for Azores ASAP

If you get your own air the Philippines Air cost will be deducted
TRIP CLOSES OUT IN SEPTEMBER 2010

WAKATOBI RESORT IN INDONESIA (Southern Sulawesi) 1-8 NOV 2011 AND/OR THE PELAGIAN LIVE ABOARD (10 ONLY) FROM 8-15 NOV 2011.
SPORT DIVER MAGAZINE CALLS IT A RESORT WITHOUT EQUAL
Wakatobi Dive Resort is more than just a diving experience, it's an extraordinary place that every serious diver should visit at least once in their lifetime - pristine reefs, barefoot luxury, a chance to connect with nature, and to re-connect with yourself - it could be the best vacation you'll ever have. 
They will support rebreathers at Wakatobi 
http://www.wakatobi.com/nletter/2009/October/aerialnotes.html
Cost of the resort is $2950 for the beach bungalow or $2640 for the garden bungalow
Resort trip includes: ground transfers, use of VIP lounge at Bali, all meals, coffee-tea-juice, two boat dives and unlimited house reef (fabulous) dives. Larger tanks are also available but limited. Double accommodations in beach or garden bungalows (villas also available but expensive (almost $5000. Free wireless at lounge area.
Prices do not include:
Round trip air from the US to Bali ( I will check on group prices as the trip gets closer).
 The $485 flight from Bali to Wakatobi and return.
Nitrox, which  is extra.
Trip at resort can be extended to ten or fourteen days for additional fees. 
Need a $200 deposit to hold your place.
(They can support rebreathers with scrubber, tanks for rebreather and stages.  Costs about $400 for a week)
PELAGIAN LIVE ABOARD SECOND WEEK FOR NINE PLUS ME. 
NEGOTIATING FOR REBREATHER SUPPORT ON BOAT AND LOOKS GOOD
There are two deluxe cabins at $3220 per person. One super deluxe cabin at $3690 per person, and one standard cabin at $2930 per person. This is a large boat and has a crew of 12. Meals and all diving are included. Diving is from large zodiacs with a ladder to facilitate getting back on. Your diving gear stays on the zodiac and they fill the tanks right there.  
Price does not include the $485 flight between Bali and Wakatobi. 
Nitrox is extra 
This boat goes into areas that are not visited by anyone else. Has great reef and muck diving. Boat is comfortable. Am checking on rebreather support. Believe they can but will double check when diving there this June.
If doing both weeks the airfare from Bali to Wakatobi is only charged once.
Need a $200 deposit asap.

FIJI  BEGA LAGOON March 4-11 2012
WILL CLOSE THIS TRIP OUT IN JUNE 2011 IF NOT ENOUGH DEPOSITS IN. WILL REIMBURSE THOSE WITH DEPOSITS AT THAT TIME OR ARRANGE FOR THE SMALLER GROUP TO GO.

Bega lagoon has been rated as the best dive resort in the Pacific by Sport Diver Magazine. This is a luxury resort that is good even for non-divers. Come by the shop to watch the DVD or if you do not live in San Antonio ask for one. 
 The Fiji trip with air out of LAX to include room (dbl), meals, diving and transfers is $2950 at present. It might go up but I will try to firm up the prices at DEMA in Nov 2010. Flight is on Air Pacific.  (If you want to fly Continental the cost is higher)
Beqa Lagoon Resort   www.beqalagoonresort.com
 $2845 PLUS $305 FUEL SURCHARGES = $3150 per person. This is the estimated price for 2012. Could be slightly lower or higher depending on air costs.  Continental now flies to Fiji but may be slightly more than Air Pacific. Your choice. I need a $300 deposit to hold your place.
Package price is $3150 to $3350/person depending on 2012 airfare. 
-          Airfare from LAX to Nadi Fiji
-          7 nights at Beqa Lagoon Resort
-          3 meals/day
-          5 days of 2 tank boat diving 
-          Unlimited shore diving
-          Day room at Raffles Gateway in Nadi for the last day
-          Hotel taxes
-          Airport/hotel transfers
 NOT included
-          Beverages
-          $50 FJD Shark levy (paid at resort)
-          Personal dive equipment
-          Gratuities
 
Flights with Air Pacific
March 2 2012               LAX to Nadi       1130P to 510A   arrive March 4 
March 10 2012             Nadi to LAX       1000P to 120P
Trip closes out in Oct 2011

  POTENTIAL TRIPS:
I have tentatively scheduled several trips. I need to know exactly who wants to go and is willing to make a deposit before I send in several thousand of non-refundable deposits to them.
Little Cayman Beach Resort at $1952 per person dbl occupanc. Includes:
Round trip air from San Antonio to Little Cayman
7 nights at Little Cayman Resort in poolview room.
Breakfast daily
6 days of two tank boat dives
2 drinks per night
Use of dive computer
Transfers to and from airport
Hotle and airfare taxes

Cayman Brac Beach Resort
$2277 per person includes
Round trip airfare from San Antonio to Cayman Brac
7 nights at Brac Beach resort w/2 per room
All meals daily
6 days of 2 tank biat dicves
5 days of 1 tank afternoon dives
3 drinks perpperson er night
Transfers t  and from airport
Hotel and airfare taxes


SABA
$2081 per person includes;
7 nights at Julkiana’s Resort w/2 in gardenview room
5 days of 2 tank biat dives
Daily Breakfast
Transfers to and from airport
Welcome drink
Hotel and airfare taxes

Add $35 per person to upgrade to oceanview room (based on dbl occupancy)

ST. EUSTATIUS
$2095 PER PERSON INCLUDES:
Round trip air drom San Antonio to St. Eustatius
7 nights at Old Gin House w/2 per gardenview room
5 days of 2 tanks boat dives
Continental Breakfast daily
Transfer to and from airport
Hotel and airfare taxes
Add $158 per person for oceanview room

VOTE YOUR CHOICE NOW AS I WILL ELECT IN OCTOBER 
I AM THINKING OF ANOTHER TRUK TRIP IN SUMMER 2012. THIS WILL BE FOR TECHNICAL AND/OR RECREATIONAL DIVERS. IT WOULD BE FOR SEVEN DAYS. YOU CAN DO YOUR WRECK PENETRATION OR TECHNICAL WRECK PENETRATION ON THIS DIVE AS WELL AS TRIMIX 2. Need a deposit of $200 per person to set it up. Cost for a recreational diver with two dives a day would be about $1500 plus meals and roundtrip air to Truk. 
Nitrox, helium and extra dives would cost extra.  Let me know if you are interested. The dive shop is set up for everything and can even have scrubber there for us.

Trip on the Ocean Hunter III in Palau in 2012 Holds 16 divers. So 15 slots besides me. This trip will be immediately after the Truk Lagoon trip. This boat can also support rebreather and technical diving.

TRAVEL TIPS  
You can get your passport registered with an airline and it will allow you to check in for a overseas flight.
TRAINING JULY 2010
Open Water Course Start Dates (two week course):  Aug 16 and 30
Six Day Course over three weekends:  Pool in Aug 15/22 or 14 and 21, Open water 28 & 29 Aug. Sep course
 Advanced Open Water Course:  11 and 18 Sep

 Rescue Course Dates: PADI course. Call shop for schedule

Nitrox Classes:NAUI/PADI/SDI/ These classes cost $100 plus training package. None of the agencies require diving if you have ten logged dives.  There are evening and weekend daytime classes. Classes last 3-4 hours.  
 Evening classes:   6:00 PM at store
Weekend Classes: 10 AM at store 
Call shop for dates

INTRODUCTION TO TECHNICAL DIVING (doubles/Din regs/lift bags and reels supplied) $450 starting on  at 6 PM at store


TECHNICAL NITROX/DECOMPRESSION (NAUI/TDI or both) Start Date: at 6 PM at store.

RECREATIONAL TRIMIX (Helitrox no decompression)  . $300 plus gas. Call for dates

TRIMIX Course Start Date:  call for dates . TRIMIX II Training will only be conducted on ocean dives requiring that mix. These are dives 200 feet plus. TriMix 1 can be acquired in the lakes but not Trimix II.

Prism Topaz rebreather course. Cost is $1500 as well as rental of rebreather if necessary. Rental is limited to one diver. A security/damage deposit also required on rebreather.   REBREATHER Course on Draeger Dolphin (rebreather supplied) $500. This fully certifies you to dive the Draeger Dolphin or Atlantis (the main unit available for rental
worldwide) and is a good preparation if you plan on going on to closed circuit rebreathers.  As requested

DRY SUIT Course:  As requested. $150 if you have your own dry suit. Free if you buy the suit from us.

UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY starting as requested at 6 PM at store. $150 with your own camera..

NAUI FIRST AID /CPR Course as requested ($60 plus book). If you want the full certification to include oxygen provider, blood borne pathogens, AED and Marine Life treatment, the course cost is $180 plus book.
These courses are Coast Guard approved and meet all requirements for qualification.

ARE YOU A PHOTOGRAPHER? DO YOU FIND YOURSELF TRAILING BEHIND WHILE YOU TAKE PICTURES? DO YOU HAVE 100 DIVES LOGGED? ARE YOUR BUOYANCY AND DIVING SKILLS GOOD? IF SO YOU MIGHT WANT TO BECOME A CERTIFIED SOLO DIVER. THIS COURSE TEACHES YOU HOW TO SAFELY DIVE ON YOUR OWN. COST IS $250 PLUS BOOK AND REQUIRES TWO OPEN WATER DIVES. IF QUALIFIED,  AND INTERESTED CALL THE SHOP.


EQUIPMENT: 
Scubapro’s replacement for the Tech2G, the 2G is in. Price same as for the tech2 G
Oceanic has their fantastic heads up display computer mask on sale for $999.95. This is $500 of the normal price. This transmittable unit is really a boon to photographers as you can always see it with your hands free.
EQUIPMENT TEST:  Tried out the new 3 LED light from Oceanic. Super bright and hardy, but expensive.
NAUI/PADI/SDI/TDI/ NEWS:  All agencies have pretty much gone to dvd and on-line instruction for the academics in open water and rescue courses. We will be doing all open water academics this way starting in Jan 2011.
BOOK VIDEO REVIEW 
STUDENTS CERTIFIED IN AUGUST
NAUI SCUBA DIVER COURSE (INSTRUCTOR Mike McHugh)
Laura Gordon
Emily Haynes
James Haynes
Jessica Warner
NAUI SCUBA DIVER COURSE (INSRUCTOR John Duggan)
Brenda Marlin
PADI OPEN WATER COURSE (INSTRUCTOR  Terry Thomas)
Adrienne Reese
Dyllan Rodriguez
Jesse Strelow
(Justin Chubb and Curtis Lackey –pool Terry Thomas; Open Water Dives Andy Ramirez and John Duggan)
PADI OPEN WATER COURSE (INSTRUCTOR  Andy Ramirez)
Chad Daley
Kathleen Glenesk
Nicole Mathis
Sara Mclin
Pat Schreckenbach
Michael Shaw
Josh Shumway
Shawn Worel
Chelsea Wren
PADI OPEN WATER COURSE (INSTRUCTOR  John Duggan)
Jacob Conell
Sarah Reiff
Adaptive Scuba Course (Instructor John Duggan, Andy Felth, Brad Watson, Bruce Cobabe, Mike Joles)
Joshua Holm
Tory Honda
Harry Shaw
Richard Steele jr
Matthew Waller

UNTIL NEXT MONTH; GOOD DIVING. 
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